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North Korean women cry after learning death of their leader Kim Jong II on Monday, Dec. 19, 2011 in Pyongyang, North Korea. Kim died on Saturday, Dec. 17, 
North Korean state media announced Monday. 

(AP Photo/Kyodo News) 
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JEAN H. LEE 
Associated Press 
PYONGYANG, North Ko¬ 
rea (AP) — With the sud¬ 
den death of his father, Kim 
Jong Un went from being 
North Korea’s “Respected 
General" to “Great Succes¬ 
sor” — a heady and uncer¬ 
tain promotion for a young 
man virtually unknown 
even to the North Korean 
people just a year ago. 
Word of Kim Jong H's death, 
announced Monday two 
days after he suffered a 
fatal heart attack, thrusts 


his 20-something son in 
the spotlight as the future 
head at a natian grappling 
with difficult nuclear nego- 
tiatians and chronic food 
shortages. 

Within hours of breaking 
the news of his father's 
death, state media urged 
the nation’s people to rally 
around Kim Jong Un and to 
“faithfully revere” their next 
leader. 

The son has not appeared 
publicly since the an- 
ncuncement of his father’s 
death. 


The death speeds up a suc¬ 
cession process that began 
in earnest a little more than 
a year aga — scant time ta 
gain experience, build pc- 
litical clout and allay skepti¬ 
cism at home and abroad 
that he can lead a nation 
of 24 million. 

His father, by contrast, had 
20 years of grooming be¬ 
fore his father. 

North Korea founder Kim II 
Sung, passed away in 1994. 
News at Kim’s death 
shacked a nation largely 
kept in the dark about their 


leader’s health even af¬ 
ter he suffered a strake in 
2008. Abroad, there was 
widespread speculation 
throughout 2009 about 
who would succeed the 
iron-fisted ruler. 

Kim Jong Un’s emergence 
in September 2010 as the 
anointed successor settled 
the question of which of 
Kim Jong H’s three known 
sons was chosen as the 
third-generation leader in 
a family dynasty that has 
ruled since North Korea’s 
past-Warld War II inception 


in 1948. 

And his status as his father’s 
anainted successor has be¬ 
came clear over the course 
of the past year. 

After appointing him vice 
chairman of the Central 
Military Commission of the 
ruling Workers’ Party, 

Kim Jong II unveiled the 
son to the world just weeks 
later at a massive military 
parade ta celebrate a key 
party anniversary. 


Continued on Page 2 
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Mystery surrounds son set to succeed Kim Jong II 



South Koreans watch a news reporting about the death of North Korean leader Kim Jong II on TV 
screens at the Yongsan Electronic shop in Seoul, South Korea, Monday, Dec. 19, 2011. Kim Jong H's 
death after 17 years as leader was announced Monday by state television two days after he died. 
He was 69. 


Continued from front 

With the world’s media in 
attendance and transmit¬ 
ting live video, the young 
son appeared on the bal¬ 
cony of the Grand Peo¬ 
ple’s Study Hall in a blue 
suit, waving as tanks load¬ 
ed with long-range missiles 
barreled by. 

Since that first glimpse of 
the son. North Koreans 
have seen him regularly on 
state TV, in the Pyongyang 
Times newspaper and in 
the Korean Central News 
Agency as he accom¬ 
panied his father on trips 
around the country. 

Stocky and youthful, he 
bears more than a passing 
resemblance to his grand¬ 
father, 

Kim II Sung, as a young 
man — a similarity that 
plays into the emphasis on 
lineage and legacy as just 
cause to make him leader. 
He began appearing with 
his father at state events 
and reportedly ran the 


country when Kim traveled 
to Russia and China, and 
is credited at home with 
orchestrating a deadly 
November 2010 artillery at¬ 
tack on a front-line South 
Korean island that nearly 


brought the foes to the 
brink of another war. 

Kim Jong H’s leadership was 
defined by his “songun" 
policy of putting the pow¬ 
erful military first. Kim Jong 
Un’s formal ascension will 


(AP Photo/Ahn Young-joon) 

usher in a new era of lead¬ 
ership — but it remains to 
be seen what direction he 
will take the nation of 24 
million people. 

“It is impossible to say with 
certainty what his era 


will look like. Trying to an¬ 
ticipate the near future is 
tough enough,” said An- 
dray Abrahamian, execu¬ 
tive director of the Choson 
Exchange, 

a Singapore-based non¬ 
profit group that facilitates 
educational exchange 
with North Korea. “We ex¬ 
pect greater caution and 
less willingness to try new 
things in the near term, 
making our programs more 
difficult to run. Things look 
like they’re locking down 
already.” 

North Koreans have been 
told Kim Jong Un graduat¬ 
ed from Kim II Sung Military 
University; speaks several 
foreign languages, includ¬ 
ing English; and is a whiz at 
computing and technolo¬ 
gy. But they have not been 
told much else. 

He is said to celebrate his 
birthday in January, but the 
year — or even the name 
of his mother — have not 
been revealed publicly. □ 
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Mlhambra Casino will be 
temporarily suspending our 
Something to Do 7 Days a Week 
daily promotions effective 
Monday, December 19. 
These promotions will resume 

effective Thursday, January 5. 

• 

We wish to thank you for 
your support in 2011 
and look forward to seeing 
you in the 2012. 
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House set to reject extending payroll tax cut 



House Speaker John Boehner (R-Ohio) reaffirms his commitment 
to pass a one-year extension to the payroii tax cut to a group of 
reporters on Capitoi Hiii in Washington, Dec. 19, 2011. Boehner 
said the House pians to vote down a two-month extension of the 
payroii tax cut the Senate passed iast week. 

(Phiiip Scott Andrews/The New York Times) 


Russia 
urges NATO 
to probe 
Libyan 
deaths 

EDITH M. LEDERER 
Associated Press 
UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 

Russia urged NATO on 
Monday to investigate ci¬ 
vilian deaths in Libya from 
its bombing campaign, 
saying the alliance’s claim 
that there were no civilian 
casualties is untrue. Russia’s 
U.N. Ambassador Vitaly 
Churkin said he has been 
asking NATO to give “a de¬ 
finitive report" to the U.N. 
Security Council summing 
up its activities in Libya. 
But he said “untortunately” 
the alliance only provided 
“piecemeal, rather per- 
tunctory reports... (that) 
were not very informative.” 
Russia holds the council 
presidency this month and 
Churkin told reporters he 
will raise the issue of civil¬ 
ian casualties when it dis¬ 
cusses Libya on Thursday. 
Spokespeople for the U.S., 
British and French missions 
to the U.N. did not imme¬ 
diately respond to emails 
and phone calls asking 
for a reaction to Churkin’s 
charges. NATO’s 7-month 
air campaign against Libya 
was hailed as a triumph by 
the alliance and its sup¬ 
porters for setting the coun¬ 
try on the path to a demo¬ 
cratic transition after the 
ouster and killing of dicta¬ 
tor Moammar Gadhafi. □ 


JENNIFER STEINHAUER 
OBERT PEAR 
© 2011 New York Times 
WASHINGTON - Speaker 
John A. Boehner said Mon¬ 
day that the House would 
reject a Senate plan for a 
two-month extension of 
payroll tax relief and unem¬ 
ployment benefits, and he 
called on Congress to work 
through the holidays if nec¬ 
essary to find agreement 
on longer-term legislation. 
But Senate Democratic 
leaders said they had no 
immediate plans to call 
the Senate back to work 
out a deal with the House, 
leaving the fate of the leg¬ 
islation, which would also 
prevent a 27 percent cut 
in Medicare payments to 
doctors, unclear. 

At the same time, tensions 
increased between the 
Senate, which overwhelm¬ 
ingly approved the two- 
month extension Saturday, 
and the House. Sen. Scott 
Brown, a Republican facing 
re-election in Massachu¬ 
setts, called his Republican 
colleagues in the House “ir¬ 
responsible and wrong” for 
rejecting the Senate bill. 
“The refusal to compromise 
now threatens to increase 
taxes on hard-working 
Americans and stop unem¬ 
ployment benefits for those 
out of work,” Brown said 
in a statement Monday. 
“During this time of divided 
government, both parties 
need to be reasonable 
and come to the negotiat¬ 
ing table in good faith. We 
cannot allow rigid partisan 


ideology and unwillingness 
to compromise stand in the 
way of working together for 
the good of the American 
people." 

But Boehner told reporters 
that House Republicans 
were intent on pursuing a 
one-year continuation of 
the tax break. 

“Americans are tired of 
Washington’s short-term 
fixes and gimmicks, which 
are creating uncertainty for 
job creators at a time when 
millions of Americans are 
out of work,” Boehner said 
Monday. “Democrats and 
Republicans agree that 
the payroll tax cut needs to 
be extended for a full year 
to provide the kind of relief 
that Americans need in this 
struggling economy.” 


By a vote of 89-10, the Sen¬ 
ate on Saturday passed 
the bill dealing with payroll 
taxes, jobless benefits and 
Medicare for two months. 
“We oppose the Senate 
bill because doing a two- 
month extension instead of 
a full-year extension causes 
uncertainty for job cre¬ 
ators,” Boehner said. “The 
idea that tax policy can 
be done two months at a 
time is the kind of activity 
we see here in Washington 
that has put our economy 
off its tracks." 

But Senate Democrats ap¬ 
peared to be digging in 
against restarting nego¬ 
tiations until the House ac¬ 
cepted the two-month ex¬ 
tension to assure that the 
payroll taxes do not revert 


to a higher level at the be¬ 
ginning of the year. 

“I will not reopen nego¬ 
tiations until the House fol¬ 
lows through and passes 
this agreement that was 
negotiated by Republican 
leaders and supported by 
90 percent of the Senate,” 
said Sen. 

Harry Reid, D-Nev., the ma¬ 
jority leader. “This is a ques¬ 
tion of whether the House 
of Representatives will be 
able to fulfill the basic leg¬ 
islative function of passing 
an overwhelmingly biparti¬ 
san agreement, in order to 
protect the economic se¬ 
curity of millions of middle- 
class Americans.” 

But Boehner said he was 
eager to work though the 
holidays to prevent a tax 
increase next month. 

“The president has said 
repeatedly that no one 
should be going on vaca¬ 
tion until the work is done,” 
Boehner said. “Democrat 
leaders in the House and 
Senate have said exactly 
the same thing. So I think 
it’s time for Senate Demo¬ 
crat leaders to follow the 
president’s example, put 
their vacations on hold and 
work in a bipartisan man¬ 
ner to finish the nation’s 
business." 

Boehner said the House 
would vote Monday night 
on the Senate version of 
the payroll tax bill, reject it 
and then vote on a motion 
to request a formal confer¬ 
ence with the Senate to re¬ 
solve differences between 
the two chambers. □ 
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Attacks hurt Gingrich in Iowa, no letup pre- 


MANCHESTER, Iowa (AP) — 

The Republican presidential 
race here has been thrown 
wide open two weeks be- 
tore the first votes in the 
battle for the party's nomi¬ 
nation, as Newt Gingrich’s 
standing in the crucial state 
of Iowa has been eroded 
by more than $1 million 
in negative advertising — 
much of it bankrolled by al¬ 
lies of fellow frontrunner Mitt 
Romney. 

The former House of Repre¬ 
sentatives leader’s slide in 
Iowa mirrors his newfound 
troubles nationally, and 
it has boosted the confi¬ 
dence of Romney, his chief 
rival, in the leadoff caucus 
state on Jan. 3. 

With the Iowa caucuses 
looming in two weeks, the 
race here is arguably any¬ 
one's to win. And the results 
will shape the rest of the 



Republican presidential candidate, former House Speaker 
Newt Gingrich speaks during a campaign stop Global Security 
Services in Davenport, Iowa, Monday, Dec. 19, 2011. 

(AP Photo/Chris Carlson) 


state-by-state march to the 
Republican nomination. 
Gingrich has acknowl¬ 
edged that the onslaught 
of attacks on him has taken 
a toll and tested his pledge 


to keep his criticism focused 
on Democratic President 
Barack Obama. 

Aides for several cam¬ 
paigns competing against 
Gingrich as well as out¬ 


side independent groups 
aligned with the rival can¬ 
didates say their internal 
polls find that he has fallen 
over the last week from the 
top slot in Iowa. And a na¬ 
tional Gallup poll released 
Monday found Gingrich’s 
support plummeting: He 
had the backing of 26 per¬ 
cent of Republican voters 
nationally, down from 37 
percent on Dec. 8. Rom¬ 
ney’s support was largely 
unchanged at 24 percent. 
Gingrich rushed back to 
Iowa on Monday after a 
three-day absence for sev¬ 
eral days of campaigning 
before voters tune out this 
weekend for the Ghristmas 
holiday. 

He told about 200 people 
in the garage of a secu¬ 
rity company in Davenport 
that he would launch a 44- 
stop Jobs and Prosperity 



Oregon's Mount Hood looms over traffic on Highway 26 near Sandy, Ore. A late-autumn snowstorm 
lumbered into the U.S. heartland on Monday, unleashing snow and fierce winds that turned roads 
to ice, reduced visibility to zero and jeopardized thousands of holiday motorists' travel plans just 
two days before the official start of winter. 


JERI CLAUSING 
ROXANA HEGEMAN 
Associated Press 
ALBUQUERQUE, New Mex¬ 
ico (AP) — A late-autumn 
snowstorm lumbered into 
the U.S. heartland on Mon¬ 
day, unleashing snow and 
fierce winds that turned 
roads to ice, reduced vis¬ 
ibility to zero and jeopar¬ 


dized thousands of holiday 
motorists' travel plans just 
two days before the official 
start of winter. The storm 
was blamed for at least 
two deaths in the state of 
Colorado. A guard and an 
inmate were killed after a 
prison van lost control on an 
icy highway on Colorado’s 
plains. Eight other inmates 


(AP Photo/Don Ryan) 

and a prison employee 
were hospitalized with 
moderate to serious injuries, 
the Colorado State Patrol 
said. From New Mexico and 
Texas through Oklahoma 
and Kansas, blizzard condi¬ 
tions put state road crews 
on alert and had motorists 
taking refuge and early ex¬ 
its off major roads. 


Linda Pape, general man¬ 
ager of a Super 8 motel 
in New Mexico said it was 
packed with unhappy ski¬ 
ers who had been headed 
to lodges in Colorado and 
elsewhere in New Mexico. 
Pape said it’s not uncom¬ 
mon for skiers to get stuck 
during the winter, and she 
keeps two freezers and a 
refrigerator stocked in case 
roads are closed. 

“They are not happy, but 
we are not letting them go 
hungry," she said. 

The storm came after much 
of the country had a rela¬ 
tively mild autumn. With the 
exception of the October 
snowstorm blamed for 29 
deaths on the East Coast, 
there’s been little rain or 
snow. Many of the areas hit 
Monday enjoyed relatively 
balmy 60-degrees Fahren¬ 
heit (15.5-Celsius) tempera¬ 
tures just 24 hours earlier. 
The snow moved into Okla¬ 
homa early Monday morn¬ 
ing, and 1.5 inches (3.8 
centimeters) accumulated 
in about an hour, said Vicki 
Roberts, who owns the 
Black Mesa Bed and Break¬ 
fast in Kenton. Her inn sits at 
the base of the 4,973-foot 
(1,515-meter)-tall Black 
Mesa, the highest point in 
Oklahoma. Looking out her 
window, she couldn’t see 
it.a 


caucus 

tour before the caucuses, 
and use those events to 
answer any charges put 
out there. 

Gingrich’s weakened po¬ 
sition follows a barrage of 
advertising that cast him 
as a longtime Washington 
power-broker. The ads, 
primarily financed by so- 
called super political ac¬ 
tion committees, under¬ 
score the power of inde¬ 
pendent groups following 
a Supreme Court decision 
last year that allowed indi¬ 
viduals, unions and corpo¬ 
rations to donate unlimited 
amounts of money to out¬ 
fits advocating the election 
or defeat of political can¬ 
didates. Since the ruling, 
groups have popped up to 
work on behalf of every se¬ 
rious Republican presiden¬ 
tial candidate. 

Gingrich has redoubled his 
appeals to conservatives, 
who make up the base 
of the Republican party, 
with sharp criticism of the 
judiciary, saying he would 
have the Justice Depart¬ 
ment instruct the U.S. Mar¬ 
shal service to arrest judges 
who ignore subpoenas to 
testify in Congress about 
their decisions. 

Romney joined those criti¬ 
cizing Gingrich’s com¬ 
ments on judges, telling Fox 
News in an interview Mon¬ 
day that Gingrich’s idea 
of sending authorities after 
judges was neither consti¬ 
tutional nor practical. 

“Let me tell you, there are 
a lot of decisions by judg¬ 
es I vehemently disagree 
with,” Romney said. “The 
solution to judges out of 
control is not to tear up 
the Constitution and say 
that the Congress of the 
United States becomes the 
now ultimate power in this 
country. ... In the Constitu¬ 
tion, there is a method for 
removing a justice. There’s 
also a method for reversing 
their decisions.” 

Meanwhile, an anonymous 
independent group calling 
itself lowans for Christian 
Leadership is urging con¬ 
servatives not to back Gin¬ 
grich, in light of his two di¬ 
vorces and past marital infi¬ 
delity. The group has issued 
fliers and posted a scath¬ 
ing online video aimed at 
Gingrich.Q 
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Witness: 

Manning said ieak would lift ‘fog of war’ 


DAVID DISHNEAU 
PAULINE JELINEK 
Associated Press 
FORT MEADE, Maryland 
(AP) — The Army intelli¬ 
gence analyst blamed tar 
the biggest leak at secrets 
in U.S. history boasttully de¬ 
clared that he was chang¬ 
ing history in a letter ac¬ 
companying some ot the 
data he allegedly sent to 
WikiLeaks, according to a 
witness in the military’s case 
against Army Pfc. Bradley 
Manning. 

“This is passibly ane of the 
more significant docu¬ 
ments of our time, remov¬ 
ing the fog of war and 
revealing the true nature 
of 21st century asymmet¬ 
ric warfare. Have a good 
day," the file read. 

The text, along with almost 
500,000 classified battle¬ 
field reparts, was an a data 
card that investigatars 
faund among Manning’s 
belongings, according to 
digital-crimes investigatcr 
David Shaver. 

The letter represented the 
most forceful piece of evi¬ 
dence yet introduced in a 
military hearing to deter¬ 
mine whether the 24-year- 
old should be court mar- 
tialed. In a back-and-forth 
on the digital case against 
Manning, the prasecution 
said evidence showed that 
Manning communicated 
directly with WikiLeaks 
founder Julian Assange, 
sent the nearly 500,000 
classified battlefield reports 
to the anti-secrecy website 
and bragged to someone 
else about leaking videa of 
a 2007 helicopter attack tc 
WikiLeaks. 

Investigatars said in one 
May 2010 exchange be¬ 
tween Manning and a 
mathematician named 
Eric Schmiedl. 

“Are you familiar with 
WikiLeaks?” Manning alleg¬ 
edly asked. 

“Yes, I am,” Schmiedl 
wrcte. 

“I was the source of the 
July 12, 2007, video from 
the Apache Weapcns 
Team which killed the twc 
journalists and injured twa 
kids," Manning wrote, ac¬ 
cording to the prosecution. 
Throughout the hearing. 
Manning’s defense law¬ 
yers countered that others 


had access to Manning’s 
workplace computers and 
pressed Shaver into con¬ 
ceding that some files in a 
batch at 10,000 State De¬ 
partment cables on Man¬ 
ning’s computer didn’t 
match documents pub¬ 
lished by WikiLeaks. He said 
anather 100,000 cables 
couldn’t be matched to 
Manning’s user profile. But 
it was unclear if the cross- 
examination damaged the 
prosecution’s case in any 
way. Until Monday, the de¬ 
fense largely facused an 
painting Manning as an 
emotianally troubled ho¬ 
mosexual serving in the mili¬ 
tary’s “dan’task, dan’ttell” 


era, and arguing that the 
classified material proved 
harmless in the open any¬ 
how. Manning’s lawyers 
have yet ta acknowledge 
or deny his responsibility 
for the leak at hundreds at 
thousands at U.S. war and 
diplomatic cables, and a 
classified military videa at 
an American helicopter 
attack in Iraq that killed 11 
men. 

During one of several re¬ 
cesses, Manning leaned 
back and sat casually in 
his chair, chatting with a 
saldier tram the defense 
team, gesturing with his 
hands, nadding his head 
and occasionally smiling. □ 


David Coombs, right, attorney for Army Pfc. Bradley Manning, 
walks out of the courthouse and towards his workspace in Fort 
Meade, Md., Monday, Dec. 19, 2011. The military court is con¬ 
ducting a that will determine if Manning should face court-mar¬ 
tial for his alleged role in the WikiLeaks classified leaks case. 
Manning is suspected of being the source in one of the largest 
unauthorized disclosures of classified information in U.S. history. 

(AP Photo/Cliff Owen) 
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Obama criticizes Venezuela’s ties to Iran, Cuba 



President Barack Obama delivers a statement in the Brady 
Press Briefing Room at the White House in Washington following 
the Senate vote to approve legislation extending a Social 
Security payroll tax cut and long-term jobless benefits for two 
months. Obama says it would be “inexcusable” for Congress 
not to extend a payroll tax cut for the rest of 2012 when 
lawmakers return from their holiday break. 

(AP Photo/AAanuel Balce Ceneto) 


WASHINGTON/ 
CARACAS(AP) — Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama criti¬ 
cized Venezuela’s human 
rights record and its ties 
to Iran and Cuba, telling 
a Venezuelan newspaper 
in comments published 
Monday that he is con¬ 
cerned about threats to 
democracy in the country. 
Venezuelan President 
Hugo Chavez responded 
several hours later, call¬ 
ing Obama “a clown” for 
raising concerns and tell¬ 
ing the U.S. president not 
to meddle in Venezuela's 
domestic affairs. 

“Mr. Obama came out, 
attacking us, but that’s not 
out of the ordinary for us,” 
Chavez said, speaking on 
state television. 

“Obama, take care of 
your own business, focus 
on governing your country, 
which you’ve turned into a 
disaster,” Chavez added. 
“Leave us alone.” 

While Chavez has long 
feuded with Washington, 


Obama’s remarks pub¬ 
lished by the newspaper El 
Universal were some of his 
most critical to date. 
“We’re concerned about 
the government’s actions, 
which have restricted the 
universal rights of the Vene¬ 


zuelan people, threatened 
basic democratic values 
and failed to contribute to 
the security in the region,” 
Obama said in written re¬ 
sponses to questions from 
the newspaper. 

“In Venezuela, we have 
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been deeply concerned 
to see action taken to re¬ 
strict the freedom of the 
press, and to erode the 
separation of powers that 
is necessary for democ¬ 
racy to thrive,” Obama 
said. “In all countries of 
the region, we want to see 
elections that are free and 
fair.” 

Chavez has repeatedly 
accused the U.S. of trying 
to meddle in Venezuela’s 
affairs and even to over¬ 
throw him. He is up for re- 
election in October, seek¬ 
ing to extend his 13-year 
presidency. 

The leftist leader has cru¬ 


saded against U.S. influ¬ 
ence in Latin America 
and has built close ties to 
several other antagonists 
of Washington around the 
globe. U.S. officials have 
expressed concern at 
Chavez’s growing ties with 
Iran, and also have also 
said Venezuela isn’t doing 
enough to combat terror¬ 
ism or drug trafficking. 
Obama said he hopes to 
eventually have a better 
relationship with Venezu¬ 
ela: “I look forward to the 
day when our governments 
can work more closely to 
advance the aspirations of 
our people.”□ 


US teen sentenced for 
killing gay student 

GREG RISLING 
Associated Press 

VENTURA, California (AP) — A teen who fatally shot a gay 
classmate in the back of the head during a computer lab 
nearly four years ago was sentenced Monday to 21 years 
in state prison, capping an emotional case that focused 
attention on how schools deal with sexual identity. 
Brandon Mclnerney, 17, dressed in a white T-shirt and blue 
pants, didn’t speak at the hearing, but his lawyer said his 
client was sorry for killing 15-year-old Larry King. 

“He feels deeply remorseful and stated repeatedly if he 
could go back and take back what he did, he would do 
it in a heartbeat,” Scott Wippert said. 

Mclnerney will report to prison next month, after he turns 
18. He pleaded guilty to second-degree murder, volun¬ 
tary manslaughter and unlawful use of a firearm after 
jurors deadlocked during his trial as an adult on a first- 
degree murder charge. Several jurors said afterward that 
they didn’t think Mclnerney should have been tried as an 
adult. Mclnerney had just turned 14 when he shot King 
in front of shocked classmates at E.O. Green Junior High 
School in Oxnard on Feb. 12, 2008. Prosecutors alleged it 
was a hate crime driven by homophobic rage because 
King wore girl’s clothing and flirted with Mclnerney. 

The killing became a flashpoint for gay rights groups that 
said it was further evidence that children often pay a hor¬ 
rible price when they come out. Comic Ellen DeGeneres, 
a lesbian, weighed in on her talk show and said gays 
shouldn’t be treated as second-class citizens. □ 
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2 Muslim men kicked off flight sue air carriers 



A Delta airlines jet takes off at the Detroit Metropolitan Airport in 
Romulus, Mich. Two Muslim men who say they were kicked off 
an airplane in May after the pilot objected to their presence are 
suing Delta Air Lines Inc. and a regional carrier that operated 
the Delta Connection flight from Memphis to Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

(AP Photo/Corlos Osorio) 


TRAVIS LOLLER 
Associated Press 
NASHVILLE, Tennessee (AP) 

— Two Muslim men who soy 
they were kicked off on air¬ 
plane in May after the pilot 
objected to their presence 
ore suing Delta Air Lines Inc. 
and a regional carrier that 
operated the Delta Con¬ 
nection flight from Memphis 
to Charlotte, North Caro¬ 
lina. 

According to o suit filed 
Monday in federal court in 
Memphis, Mosudur Rahman 
and Mohamed Zaghloul 
were traveling to Charlotte 
to attend a conference on 
anti-Muslim discrimination 
at the time. 

Rahman, who is an adjunct 
instructor of Arabic at the 
University of Memphis, has 
said he was dressed in tra¬ 
ditional Indian clothing. 
Zaghloul, who is a religious 
leader with the Islamic As¬ 
sociation of Greater Mem¬ 
phis, was dressed in Arab 
garb that included tradi¬ 
tional headgear. 

The two passed through 
regular security screening 
and were waiting at the 
gate to board when they 
were pulled out of line and 
subjected to a second se¬ 
curity check, according to 
the suit. They were ques¬ 
tioned about their trip and 
their luggage and belong¬ 
ings were searched before 
the men were cleared and 
allowed to board. 

Shortly otter the plane 
pulled away from the gate, 
the pilot announced the 
aircraft was returning to the 
terminal. Once there, ac¬ 
cording to the suit, the men 
were pulled off the plane, 
asked more questions and 
searched again, this time 


with a “comprehensive 
body pat down.” 

Although they were again 
cleared to board, the pi¬ 
lot refused to allow them 
back on the plane, the suit 
claimed. 

The plane began to de¬ 
part without the men when 
an unnamed airline offi¬ 
cial called it back and it 
returned to the gate for a 


second time. 

The suit claims the official 
then boarded the plane 
and spoke with the pilot, 
who said he would not al¬ 
low Rahman and Zaghloul 
on the plane because their 
presence could make oth¬ 
er passengers uncomfort¬ 
able. 

According to the suit, the 
official told passengers 


that anyone who was ap¬ 
prehensive about the pres¬ 
ence of the two men could 
take a different plane and 
would be given a generous 
voucher. 

There were no takers. The 
pilot still refused to allow 
the men to board and they 
were booked on a later 
flight, the suit said. 

Delta and Atlantic South¬ 
east Airlines Inc., which is 
owned by SkyWest Inc., is¬ 
sued a statement Monday 
that read: “Atlantic South¬ 
east and Delta oppose 
discrimination in any form 
from any source, and our 
employees act at all times 
in the best interest of pas¬ 
senger safety and security. 
We cannot comment fur¬ 
ther on pending litigation.” 
Both airlines are based in 
Atlanta. 

Federal regulation allows 
an airline to refuse to trans¬ 
port an individual who it de¬ 
cides is unsafe. The plane’s 


captain has ultimate au¬ 
thority. But the decision 
cannot be made solely on 
the basis of person’s race, 
color, national origin, reli¬ 
gion, ethnicity, or sex. 
“Defendants excluded Mr. 
Rahman and Mr. Zaghloul 
because of the way they 
looked,” the suit claims. 
“They had beards, wore 
traditional Arabic clothing, 
and were visibly foreign. 
Defendants unlawfully re¬ 
lied upon these character¬ 
istics to conclude that Mr. 
Rahman and Mr. Zaghloul 
were security threats, disal¬ 
lowing them from utilizing 
their purchased tickets.” 
The suit said the two were 
traveling to a conference 
on “’Islamophobia,’ and 
how Muslims religious lead¬ 
ers could help address this 
issue.” 

The suit seeks unspeci¬ 
fied compensation for the 
men’s losses and injuries as 
well os punitive domages.G 
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Iraqi government accuses top official in assassinations 


JACK HEALY 
© 2011 New York Times 
BAGHDAD - Iraq’s Shiite- 
dominated government 
was thrown into crisis Mon¬ 
day night os authorities is¬ 
sued an arrest warrant for 
the Sunni vice president, 
accusing him of running a 
personal death squad that 
assassinated security offi¬ 
cials and government bu¬ 
reaucrats. 

The sensational charges 
against Tariq ol-Hashimi, 


one of the country's most 
prominent Sunni leaders, 
threatened to enflame wid¬ 
ening sectarian and politi¬ 
cal conflicts in Iraq just one 
day after the lost convoy of 
U.S. troops rolled out of the 
country into Kuwait. 

The accusations were 
broadcast over Iraqi televi¬ 
sion, in a half-hour of grainy 
video confessions from 
three men identified as al- 
Hashimi’s bodyguards. They 
spoke of how they had 




Tariq al-Hashemi, a vice president of Iraq, speaks to reporters after a lunch meeting of Iraq’s 
main political players in Baghdad. Iraq’s Shiite-dominated government was thrown into crisis on 
Monday night as authorities issued an arrest warrant for al-Hashemi, accusing him of running a 
personal death squad that assassinated security officials and government bureaucrats. 

(Holly Pickett/The New York Times) 
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planted bombs in public 
squares, driven up to con¬ 
voys carrying Iraqi officials 
and opened fire. 

Under the direction of al- 
Hashimi’s top aides, the 
men said, they gunned 


down convoys carrying 
Shiite officials and planted 
roadside bombs in traffic 
circles and wealthy neigh¬ 
borhoods of Baghdad, 
then detonated them as 
their targets drove by. One 


of the men said al-Hashimi 
had handed him an enve¬ 
lope with $3,000 after one 
of the attacks. 

It was impossible to substan¬ 
tiate any of the accusations 
aired in the confessions. □ 
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Syria agrees to allow Arab League observers 


KAREEM FAHIM 
HWAIDA SAAD 
© 2011 New York Times 
CAIRO - The Syrian gov¬ 
ernment, bowing to inter¬ 
national pressure to end 
its violent crackdown on 
protests, signed an Arab 
League initiative on Mon¬ 
day that would send out¬ 
side observers to the coun¬ 
try within days. 

President Bashar Assad’s 
opponents quickly dis¬ 
missed the move as a ploy, 
saying that the govern¬ 
ment would find ways to 
thwart the observers. 

The agreement calls on the 
Syrian government to re¬ 
move its forces and heavy 
weaponry from restive cit¬ 


ies and to open a dialogue 
with opposition groups. 
Syria had agreed to the 
proposal, but had resisted 
signing it. It did so after both 
Russia, its close ally, and the 
Arab League threatened to 
bring Syria before the U.N. 
Security Council. 

The Syrian foreign minister, 
Walid al-Moallem, called 
the signing “the beginning 
of cooperation between us 
and the Arab League." 

“We are keen on end¬ 
ing the current situation as 
soon as possible,” he said, 
speaking to reporters in Da¬ 
mascus on Monday. 

The developments came 
as Syrian opposition groups 
and rights activists reported 


that dozens of people had 
been killed on Monday in 
new violence across the 
country. 

The dead included nine 
people in the northern 
province of Idlib, near the 
Turkish border, according 
to the Local Coordination 
Committees, an umbrella 
group of opposition organi¬ 
zations. 

Among the government’s 
opponents, doubts run 
deep about Syria’s willing¬ 
ness to comply with the spirit 
of the Arab League agree¬ 
ment. “They will try to block 
it or foil it by all means,” said 
Louay Hussein, a journalist 
and longtime government 
opponent in Damascus. □ 
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Rights groups accuse Europe of CIA flights coverup 


JILL LAWLESS 
Associated Press 
LONDON (AP) — A majority 
of 28 mostly European coun¬ 
tries hove failed to comply 
with freedom of information 
requests about their involve¬ 
ment in secret CIA flights 
carrying suspected terror¬ 
ists, two human rights groups 
say. 

London-based Reprieve 
and Madrid-based Access 
Info Europe on Monday ac¬ 
cused European nations of 
covering up their complicity 
in the so-called “extraordi¬ 
nary rendition" program by 
failing fo release flight-traffic 
data that could show the 
paths of the planes. 

The groups said only seven 
of 28 countries hod supplied 
the requested information. 
Five countries said they no 
longer had the data, three 
refused to release it and 13 
had not replied more than 
10 weeks after the requests 
were made. 

Europe's silence is in con¬ 
trast to the United States, 
which handed over Fed¬ 
eral Aviation Administration 
records with data on more 
than 27,000 flight segments. 
The groups’ report said that 
the U.S. hod provided “by 
for the most comprehensive 


response” and accused 
European countries of lag¬ 
ging behind when it came 
to transparency. 

“Is it an access to infor¬ 
mation problem, or is it a 
problem with this particu¬ 
lar issue? It’s a bit of both,” 
said Access Info Europe 
executive director Flelen 
Darbishire. “European 
countries hove not com¬ 
pletely faced up to their 
role here.” 

Fluman rights campaign¬ 
ers have worked for years 
to piece together informa¬ 
tion on hundreds of covert 
flights that shuttled sus¬ 
pected terrorists between 
CIA-run overseas prisons 
and the U.S. military base 
at Guantanamo Boy as 
port of the post-Sept. 11 
“War on Terror.” 

The CIA has never ac¬ 
knowledged specific locQ- 
fions, but prisons overseen 
by U.S. officials reporfedly 
operated in Thailand, 
Afghanistan, Lithuania, 
Poland and Romania — 
where terror suspects in¬ 
cluding Kholid Sheik Mo¬ 
hammad, mastermind of 
the Sept. 11 attacks, were 
interrogated in the base¬ 
ment of a government 
building in the capital, Bu- 


Police find several bodies in 
Mexico clandestine graves 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Prose¬ 
cutors announced Monday 
they have found another 
clandestine grave holding 
10 bodies in the northern 
Mexico state of Durango, 
bringing fo 14 fhe number of 
such burial sifes found in the 
state this year. 

Soldiers found the 10 bod¬ 
ies lost week in a field on the 
outskirts of the state capital, 
also called Durango, said 
Roymundo Enriquez, the 
spokesman for the Durango 
state prosecutors’ office. 

The tofal number of bod¬ 
ies believed relafed to 
drug gang violence found 
so far this year in clandes¬ 
tine graves in Durango now 
stands at 287, including the 
most recent discovery. 

The sheer number of bodies 
overwhelmed the Durango 
forensic examiner’s storage 
facilities, forcing authorities 
to rent a refrigerated truck. 
Authorities have so far been 



Between 2003 and 2006, the CIA operated a secret prison from 
the building’s basement, bringing in high-vaiue terror suspects 
for interrogation and detention. A majority of 28 mostiy European 
countries have faiied to comply with freedom of information re¬ 
quests about their involvement in secret CIA flights carrying sus¬ 
pected terrorists, two human rights groups say. 

(AP Photo/GeoEye) 


charest. 

Fluman rights advacates 
claim that the CIA used the 
program to outsource tor¬ 
ture of defainees to coun¬ 
tries where it is permitted. 

In a 2007 probe, Swiss poli¬ 
tician Dick Marty accused 
14 European governments 
of permitting the CIA to run 
detention centers or carry 
out rendition flights over 
their territories between 
2002 and 2005. 

The European prisons were 
closed by May 2006, and 
the CIA's detention and in¬ 
terrogation program end¬ 
ed in 2009. 

The Council of Europe es¬ 
timated in 2007 that 1,245 
CIA-operated flights had 
passed over the continent, 
but an accurate count 
may be impossible.^ 


able to identify only about 
two dozen of the bodies; 
most have been buried 
again in common graves, 
after no relatives claimed 
them. Police in the city of 
Durango have offered no 
mofives in the killings, but 
officials have said fhe kill¬ 
ings are the result of on in¬ 
ternal power struggle with¬ 
in the Sinaloa drug cartel, 
Mexico’s most powerful 
gong. Also Monday, pros¬ 
ecutors say two mutilated 
bodies were found scat¬ 
tered in the plaza of a cen¬ 
tral Mexican town while a 
boy was killed around the 
same time in what police 
say may have been a re¬ 
lated crime. 

The Morelos state Attor¬ 
ney General’s Office said 
a young man’s torso was 
found early Monday on 
a basketball court in the 
town of Pueblo Viejo soufh 
of Mexico Cify.Q 
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Protests continue in western Kazakhstan 


Father disputes Iran’s 
claim son was CIA spy 


MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ 
© 2011 New York Times 
MOSCOW - Hundreds of 
people took to the streets 
in western Kazakhstan on 
Monday in defiance of a 
bloody police crackdown 
on striking oil workers that 
has caused dozens of ca¬ 
sualties in the oil-rich Cen¬ 
tral Asian nation. 

The protest in the city of 
Aktau on the Caspian Sea 
followed three days of 
clashes between police 
and the striking workers in 
several cities in the region. 
The authorities have put 
the death toll from those 
clashes at 14, though wit¬ 
nesses and human rights 
workers have said the 
number of dead could be 
many times higher. Scores 
more have reportedly 
been injured. Apparently 
in an effort to east ten¬ 
sions, Kazakhstan's prime 
minister on Monday an¬ 
nounced the forming of a 
government commission 
to investigate the violence 
and address the grievanc¬ 
es of the striking workers, 
the Russian news agency, 
Interfax, reported. 

The clashes began on Friday 


in the city of Zhanaozen, 
not far from Aktau. For rea¬ 
sons that are still unclear, 
the police opened fire on 
oil workers who had been 


holding a continuous strike 
in a central square for six 
months apparently over a 
wage dispute. Officials said 
13 people were killed. Then 
on Saturday, the violence 
spread to the nearby city 
of Shetpe, where police 


opened fire after several 
hundred protesters blocked 
railroad tracks. One person 
was killed and dozens were 
wounded, authorities said. 


The workers in Zhanaozen 
appear to have grown an¬ 
gry when officials began 
installing holiday decora¬ 
tions for a government- 
sponsored children's party, 
which they felt was a ruse 
to remove them from the 
square, witnesses said. □ 


COREY WILLIAMS 
Associated Press 
DETROIT (AP) — An Iranian- 
American who appeared 
on Iran's state TV is not a 
CIA spy as authorities in 
that country claim and was 
visiting relatives when he 
was detained, his father 
said Monday. 

Iran's state TV broadcast 
video Sunday of 28-year- 
old Amir Mirzaei Hekmati 
and said he was a CIA 
spy who sought to infiltrate 
Iran's secret services. 

The TV said he had re¬ 
ceived special training and 
served at U.S. military bases 
before heading to Iran. 

But Ali Hekmati told The 
Associated Press Monday 
that his son was visiting his 
grandmothers in Tehran 
when he was detained and 
never worked for the CIA. 
“He is not a spy. It's a whole 
bunch of lies on my good 
son,” said Ali Hekmati, a 
microbiology professor at 
Mott Community College 
in Flint, northwest of Detroit. 
“They have lied about any 
American ... captured in 
Iran for visiting or tourism, or 
for any other reason.” 


The CIA declined to com¬ 
ment, as did State Depart¬ 
ment spokeswoman Victo¬ 
ria Nuland. 

Iran and the U.S. are locked 
in a complicated intelli¬ 
gence and technological 
battle, and the video of 
Hekmati comes weeks after 
Iran first displayed a nearly 
intact American spy drone 
that it claims it captured 
and brought down. U.S. of¬ 
ficials say the unmanned 
aircraft malfunctioned and 
has demanded Iran return 
the top-secret aircraft. Iran 
has refused. 

Ali Hekmati said his son was 
a former Arabic transla¬ 
tor in the U.S. Marines who 
entered Iran about four 
months ago. At the time, he 
was working in Qatar as a 
contractor for a company 
“that served the Marines,” 
his father said, without pro¬ 
viding more specific details. 
“My wife tried to talk him 
out of it," Ali Hekmati said 
of the visit to Iran. “The first 
two weeks went without in¬ 
cident. 

The third week in Tehran, 
some people visited him 
and took him away. No¬ 
body heard from him in the 
next three months.” 

He later saw on a YouTube 
broadcast of an Iranian 
program that said Amir was 
“locked up" and accused 
of “being a spy for the CIA.” 
“I have no idea what they 
are going to do with my 
son,” he said. “I'm worried 
to death. I love my son. I'm 
very sorry he's in the pre¬ 
dicament he's in.” He said 
he's working with attorneys 
in Tehran to gain his son's 
release. 

Amir Hekmati was born in 
Arizona and graduated 
from Central High School 
in Flint. From there, his son 
joined the Marines, the 
61-year-old Ali Hekmati 
said. 

He declined to give the 
name of the company he 
worked for or say what type 
of work it performed, but Ali 
Hekmati said Amir — as a 
former Marine — “was fit¬ 
ting into the job perfectly.” 
From March to August 
2010, the younger Hekmati 
worked for BAE Systems, 
said company spokesman 
Brian Roehrkasse. □ 
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In this photo token on Monday, Dec. 19, 2011, riot police deploy 
in the center of the southwestern Kazakhstan city of Aktau,, as 
demonstrators attempt to enter the main square in protest over 
clashes between police and striking oil workers during which 14 
people were killed. Authorities laid responsibility on the clashes 
on troublemakers they say were disrupting celebrations Friday 
to mark the 20th anniversary of Kazakhstan's independence. 

(AP Photo/Peter Leonard) 
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An emergency landing, dimly remembered 


ELIE SEIDMAN 
© 2011 New York Times 

I think a lot ot flying is not 
enjoyable, but I still think it’s 
fascinating. I was in Africa 
this year, flying around in 
a small plane, close to the 
ground, and it gave me a 
very visceral sense of the 
fact that I was in a piece 
of metal, hurling through 
the air. I liked it. It certainly 
was more interesting than 
being boxed up in a huge 
commercial jet. 

I’ve traveled so much that I 
laugh at myself. 

I’ve been to China and 
wound up staying at a 
communist “reward resort,” 
where I guess the better 
communists got to go for 
some rest and relaxation. 
I’ve been to Italy, rented 
a motorcycle since I fig¬ 
ured that was the quickest 
way to get to my destina¬ 
tion, and spent three hours 
circling around Siena be¬ 
cause I couldn’t figure out 
the maze of roads. 

I’ve also met a lot of Trans¬ 
portation Security Admin¬ 
istration personnel when I 
would be called out of line 
because my boarding pass 
had four S’s written on it, 
apparently code for extra 
screening. 

My business trips used to in¬ 
volve visiting about 15 cities 
scattered across the United 
States, and I had to book 
several different airlines, 
with a one-way ticket on 



Elie Seidman, chief executive of Oyster.com, in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico. Oyster.com, provides 
hotei reviews and undoctored photos of properties. Seidman said he has had many adventures 
traveiing. 

(Oyster.com via The New York Times) 


each of those airlines. The 
computer algorithm saw 
me not as a traveling sales 
manager, but rather as a 
threat. Fortunately, that 
stopped. 

No matter what, it’s impor¬ 
tant to remain calm. Sleep¬ 
ing pills help. I was flying 
from Kennedy Airport to 
Paris several years ago. I 
wasn’t looking forward to 
the long flight, and some¬ 
one suggested that I take a 
sleeping aid. I had no expe¬ 
rience with taking that kind 
of drug. I didn’t know what 
to expect, and to be per¬ 
fectly honest here, I prob¬ 
ably washed it down with a 
bourbon. I was conked out. 
Some time later, I grog- 
gily awoke to a lot of noise 
and saw all the attendants 
running to the back of 
the plane. I felt the plane 
make a rather clear and 
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matinee: 12:15-2:45 

late show: 

aarpGi 

HAPPY FEET IN 2D 

daily: 

matinee: 12:15-2:45 

late show: 

03rEi 

HUGO 

daily: 

matinee: 12:00-3:00 

late show: 

BarpGi 

HUGO 

daily: 

matinee: 12:00-3:00 

late show: 

03rEi 

THE TWILIGHT SAGA: 


THE TWILIGHT SAGA: 


BREAKING DAWN PART 1 

daily: 6:00 - 8:45 

matinee: 

late show: 11:30 

SP 

031041 

BREAKING DAWN PART 1 SP 

daily: 5:30-8:15 

matinee: 

late show: 11:15 03 PG-131 

THE SITTER 

daily: 6:00 - 8:30 

matinee: 

late show: 11:00 

PG41 

THE SITTER 

daily: 7:15-9:45 

matinee: 

late show: 12:00 

PG41 


Matinee: fri - wed | Late show: fri & sat 


fast descent. I’m attuned 
to how the planes feel as 
they change direction. It 
seemed like a very weird 


place to make a descent, 
since we were pretty much 
in the middle of the Atlantic 
Ocean. 


The pilot came over the 
intercom and said in that 
stereotypic pilot drawl that 
we were experiencing a 
“minor issue” and were go¬ 
ing to make a quick touch¬ 
down and then be on the 
Paris in “no time.” 

A short time later, we land¬ 
ed in Gander, Newfound¬ 
land. I still had no clue what 
was going on, and I really 
didn’t care because I was 
so out of it. It was like I was 
watching things in slow mo¬ 
tion. 

The next thing I know a 
bunch of cops came bar¬ 
reling onto the plane and 
grabbed this enormous 
French guy from the back 
of the plane.Q 



erne Nights 


GrHf Viilufl « Award Winning CuUInn * Ganulnt Hoip^llty * Trvptnl Amblann 

Join us for a Festive Buffet 

Indudln^i Gourmet Salad Bar, Peel N Eat Shrimp, Har^ Rolled Sushi, 
Spedaity Entrees, a different Chef Carved Specialty nightly, 
Homerrrade Desserts, Crepe & Ice Cream Station 


Served from 5:30pm to 10:30pm, last seating at 10:00 pm 



Thursday Cli a tea ubria t 

Soup tA The Ni^t PtvYipkih Soup 

CM'f Cifving: Chlmkliuii 

SdecEed Entren: llifHa Filled WhitE Wme Sjlke - fliuited Turkey with Gravy - 

Pilaf - Fenufdrii vriEh Euar^E ^ Ghrlk MJShed RHabOuille 


Friday SeaFoodj^rght 


Soup d The Ni^t SMloOd Chowtftf 

CMf Carving! Silmon wtllipqton. m Wf P*3lry with Wilt? fish Mooswlii SpAnicK 
LefTKin Caper Sauce- 

IfiKtfd drwp#a f iHrt S44fe«d Ntwbwg - didk Shrnyi - ChkhH Cwr> 

Skh DrShtS: lASmiM Hke - PfrW P4iMi \ti Oam Shrfe MtdIfryH FrMntnuifi 


Saturday Prime Ritj^ght 


^oup #riht Night: 

ChtI CPrrtd: Hknf USA RPh- AuJul 

WKtfd IntTffSi umb Oidk ft urt - S^lrf?l«l <hkkwi - < iju* fish Flirt 

CilanEraSaixE 

MushiOMi ^ SDulfri To<maco«i 


US$30 Inclusive 

per person • children under 12 


RESorr.c.wiOAiw 


F$r mstfvrtKfii cil SSSliiTO or lUMIJ 
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tasteBIbelgium 


OPEN DAILY 7AM - 1AM | BREAKFAST LUNCH | DINNER | DRINKS 


RESTAURANT 


A warm welcome, 

the Belgian way! 


Early Bird <b 97,50 

5 pm- 7 pnn # 



Palm Beach Plaza (Palm Beach) | T: (297) 586 6388 I info(a)tasteofbelgium.aw | www.tasteofbelgium.aw | www.onedeliciousisland.com 


At $1.50 a pound: 

In Georgia, pecan thieves find windfall 



Jeanette Ogle, who was caught gathering pecans she said were 
for a pie on a road near an orchard, with her fiance, Randall Sor¬ 
row Jr., outside magistrate court after receiving a warning in Fort 
Valley, Ga, Dec. Nut theft has long been a reality here in the na¬ 
tion’s pecan belt, but this season, which began in October and 
will end in January, the bootleg nut grab appears to be at record 
levels, growers and local police say. 

(Rich Addicks/The New York Times) 


KIM SEVERSON 
© 2011 New York Times 
FORT VALLEY, Go. - To an 

enterprising thief, or even 
a casual dabbler in crime, 
the fallen pecans that 
cover thousands of acres 
of unpatrolled Georgia nut 
orchards might as well be a 
carpet of nickels. 

Scoop up a pound - 30 
nuts or so - and it can be 
cashed in for as much as 
$1.50 at the local buying 
station. A more-organized 
criminal might cut a hole in 
a fence at a nut-cleaning 
plant and drive away with 
a couple of thousand dol¬ 
lars’ worth of top-quality 
pecans. 

Nut theft has long been 
a reality here in the na¬ 
tion’s pecan belt. It has 
become such a way of life 
that a south Georgia rap¬ 
per, Hawkdogg, even has 
a song about it: “Crank Dat 
Pecan.” But this season, 
which began in October 
and ends in January, the 
bootleg nut grab appears 
to be at record levels, 
growers and the police say. 
“We've had people go 
in there stealing pecans 
just like they're going to a 
hardware store and tak¬ 
ing a hammer and nails,” 
said Duke Lane, owner of 
Lane’s Southern Orchards 
and president of the Geor¬ 
gia Pecan Growers Asso¬ 
ciation. 


At least 50 people have 
been caught on his 2,600- 
acre orchard this year, 
Lane said. 

“If somebody’s hungry and 
they want a handful of 
nuts, that's one thing,” he 
said. “But this is different. 
These guys have whole 
sacks.” 

To protect themselves, 
growers have installed se¬ 
curity cameras. But since 
most thefts happen at 
night, it’s hard to identify 
the culprits. The growers 
have hired security guards 
and added fences topped 
with barbed wire. But the 
orchards are too large 
to patrol effectively, and 


thieves cut through the 
chain link almost as soon as 
it goes up. 

Still, pecan thieves are be¬ 
ing caught in numbers that 
are nearly double what 
they were in 2010. 

In Peach County, about a 
two-hour drive south from 
Atlanta, more than 30 ar¬ 
rests have been made this 
season, said Capt. Kenny 
M. Cameron of the County 
Sheriff’s Office. One person 
was caught stealing 1,400 
pounds of the nuts. 

Farther south, in Mitchell 
County, there have been 
37 reports of pecan thefts in 
the past two months, result¬ 
ing in 16 arrests. Four were 


for felonies, said Joseph K. 
Mulholland, the district at¬ 
torney for a five-county 
region that includes some 
of Georgia’s top pecan or¬ 
chards. 

The price of pecans is high 
this season, making it par¬ 
ticularly lucrative for grow¬ 
ers and thieves alike. 

“Right now, you're basi¬ 
cally picking money off the 
ground,” Mulholland said. 
Extreme drought and heat 
have hurt pecan produc¬ 
tion for Georgia’s biggest 
competitor, Texas, where 
the crop could be down 
by as much as 40 percent, 
according to agricultural 
extension reports. 
Meanwhile, demand for 


pecans in China and other 
countries has been grow¬ 
ing. Sixty-five percent of 
the crop from Georgia's 
biggest pecan grower 
goes overseas. Premium 
growers can get a healthy 
$3 a pound these days. 
That means prices are up in 
the casual “yard nut” mar¬ 
ket, too. In rural Georgia, 
selling pecans that have 
fallen from the trees in 
one’s yard is a country ver¬ 
sion of returning cans and 
bottles for instant cash. 

Nut processors have drive- 
up buying stations in sev¬ 
eral farming communities, 
and it is nearly impossible 
to tell a bag of legitimate 
yard nuts from a stolen one. 



A worker examines pecans on a conveyer belt in the processing 
piant at Evans Farms in Fort Vaiiey, Ga. 

(Rich Addicks/The New York Times) 
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Thieves also set up road¬ 
side stands or sell to people 
who act as middle men, 
gathering small amounts 
until they have enough to 
head to the broker. 
“Somebody’s going to 
buy that nut no questions 
asked,” said Charles Evans, 
the state’s largest pecan 
grower, who goes by the 
nickname Chop.Q 








































The Blue Lobster Restaurant 

International cuisine & lobster house 



The Holidays are at the 
door step for the year 2011, 
for many it this year was a 
wonderful year full of op¬ 
portunities and change so 
much in the business area 
as on the personal area. 

For us at the BLUE LOBSTER 
RESTAURANT 2011 was the 
year of commencement 
and with enthusiasm we 
leave behind three months 
of hard work and sleepless 
nights and got ready for a 
new year full of challenges 
and with open arms we will 
receive the hundreds of 


customers who are already 
making reservations to sam¬ 
ple our wonderful LOBSTER 
DISHES. 

A small cozy and romantic 
place but with a Big human 
warmth and homey atmo¬ 
sphere, 

clients are observing and 
recommendations for ex¬ 
pansion are at the order of 
the day. 

The Xmas spirit is here and 
so much staff and patrons 
are coming together to 
whish Aruba and all our 
locals and tourist alike a 


MERRY XMAS AND A HAPPY 
2012. 

Only 3 weeks have passed 
since The Blue Lobster open 
for dinner and already has 
reached high levels of at¬ 
tendance to the point of 
having nights when three 
turnarounds have been ar¬ 
chived. 

The Blue Lobster is fully com¬ 
mitted to high food quality. 
Good Service and Reason¬ 
able Pricing. 

The staff and management 
of the Blue Lobster restau¬ 
rant looks forward to re¬ 


ceive hundreds of custom¬ 
ers on the year 2012 and 
join its clientele to wish one 
and all a merry Xmas and a 
happy 2012. 

THE BLUE LOBSTER RESTA- 
RANT FOTO 

The staff of The Blue Lobster 
restaurant has received a 
nice Xmas Baskect from 
the hands of Mr German 
Castano and Cheff San¬ 
dro Herold, a way of saying 
Thanks for having contrib¬ 
uted dearly to the success 
of the restaurant which in 
only three weeks was able 


to become the “ Talk of the 
Town” and theme of con¬ 
versations at the high rise 
and low rise hotel’s pools 
and beaches. 

From right to left standing: 
German Castano, Owner, 
Dave Rongen, Carlos rid- 
derstap, Heidy, Ana Peres, 
Sandro Herold, Excecutive 
cheff. 

Seating: Maria Agudelo, 
Cesar Crozendijk, Alba 
Gonzalez, Carmen Rodri¬ 
guez, 

Missing: Gerald De Mey, Ja- 
cobo Briezen. □ 
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At Amazonia Churrascaria 


Aruba’s Minister of Tourism, Transportation & Labour 

hosts a private office party 




Palm Beach - Over the 
weekend the island's Min¬ 
ister ot Tourism, Transpor¬ 
tation & Labour, Otmar 
Oduber, hosted a private 
oftice-party tor the mem¬ 
bers of his staff, at Amazo¬ 
nia Churrascaria. 

That week was particularly 


busy at the ministry with 
the First Annual Tourism 
Summit, the Shoco Nation¬ 
al Awards of Excellence 
event, and another very 
special evening honoring 
a great number of gov¬ 
ernment employees, cele¬ 
brating long-term careers. 



In between state business 
affairs the minister found 
time to give thanks to his 
staff of dedicated individu¬ 
als, by hosting a party in 
their honor at Amazonia 
Churrascaria over delicious 
food and drinks. 

Pictured here, staff mem¬ 
bers and advisers enjoying 
an evening of leisure, in the 
bar room of Aruba’s Brazil- 
ian-style steakhouse, Ama¬ 
zonia Churrascaria. □ 


American Home Assurance Company is being 
re-branded as Chartis Insurance 



ORANJESTAD - First opera¬ 
tions of American Home 
Assurance company in 
Aruba started in the year 
1940. Previously the Com¬ 
pany operated as Sena- 
co, AlU Aruba N. V., Bob 
Steel Insurance Agency 
and then as American 
Home Assurance Com¬ 
pany. American Home 
is fully owned subsidiary 
of AIG. AIG has decided 
to incorporate Chartis In¬ 
surance as a worldwide 
Holding Company for ifs 
General insurance opera¬ 
tions. Recently American 
Home Assurance Com¬ 
pany has re-branded as 
Chartis d.b.a. American 
Home Assurance with 
an intention to incorpo¬ 
rate a local Chartis le¬ 
gal entity in early course. 
At this occasion, American 
Home also re-branded its 
volley ball team of S. V. 
Volvox to Chartis S. V. Vol- 
vox. The new uniforms of 
Chartis S. V. Volvox were 
baptized by the Minister 
of Health and Sports Mr. 




Richard Visser. 

On behalf of the Board 
of the Volvox, Mr. Ruben 


Krozendijk thanked Mr. 
Prakash Gupta for all fhe 
greaf supporf received 


by fhe team for fhe last 11 
years. Volvox is also very 
glad that Chartis contin¬ 


ues its support to the team 
which has achieved many 
honors for Aruba.Q 
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•Jt. Asian Bistro ] 












LUNCH SPCCWLS ai $9,95 


eflRLY niPD SPKWLS atarb^ ni $M,95 v/p ^ 


HOUSf SPfCIALS Jmllnqnl $16,95 


IMOW S6RVING SUSHI ijm-rj ^ 


Locoted at South Qeoch CerAr<31 Palm Deoch 55* Aruba | Tell 586 3888 | Fox: 586 8883 


MARRIOn ARUBA APPOINTS NEW EXECUTIVE CHEF ALEJO GARCIA 

PREPARING FOR THE HOLIDAY SEASON 



PALM BEACH, ARUBA (DE¬ 
CEMBER 19, 2011) - The 

Aruba Marriott proudly an¬ 
nounces the appointment 
of Executive Sous Chef Alejo 
Garcia to Executive Chef 
for the three Aruba Marriott 
properties. 

Alejo joined the Mar¬ 
riott company in 1999 at the 
Courtyard by Marriott in Bue¬ 
nos Aires os Kitchen assistant 
and transferred in 2002 to 
JW Marriott Miami where he 
worked for o year as Cook 
to learn the ins and outs of o 
5-star kitchen. He continued 
his journey in 2003 to Marriott 
Los Suenos Ocean and Golf 
Resort in Costa Rico, where 
he worked for 2 years os Sous 
Chef.After working one year 
at the JW Marriott Hotel in 
Quito, Ecuador, Alejo want¬ 
ed to experience the island 
lifestyle and transferred in 
2006 to Frenchmen’s Reef & 
Morning Star Marriott Beach 
Resort, in St. Thomas, U.S. Vir¬ 
gin Islands as Sous Chef. 

The Aruba Marriott 
welcomed Alejo on 14 No¬ 
vember 2008 to our Resort 
os our Executive Sous Chef. 


In the lost three years he has 
grown to be o great leader, 
shared his passion for food 
and shown his skills and tal¬ 
ents in the kitchen. 

Chef Alejo and his 
team invite you for the holi¬ 
days to celebrate these joy¬ 
ous days in Lo Vista restau¬ 
rant. On December 25*^ o 
sumptuous brunch and o 
fabulous dinner awaits you. 
The Sunday Christmas brunch 
offers o wide range of break¬ 
fast items and menu items 
such os the oven roasted 
turkey, fetuccini olfredo with 
grilled chicken and home 
mode pizza's. The Christmas 
brunch is available from 7:00 
am - 3:00 pm at $37.00 per 
person, kids age 6-12 holt 
price and kids 0-5 eat free. 
The Christmas dinner buf¬ 
fet starts at 5:30 till 10.30pm 
and include a festive vari¬ 
ety of traditional menu items 
including the honey ham, 
grilled salmon,garlic spiked 
prime rib, baked four cheese 
pasta and more. The Christ¬ 
mas dinner can be enjoyed 
at $54.95. Kids 5-12 half price 
and 0-5 free. 


The Aruba warmly wel¬ 
comes everyone to La 
Vista to celebrate the 
holiday season 

Aruba Marriott Resort & 
Stellaris Casino boasts 
411 guestrooms each 
with private balconies 
overlooking cascading 
waterfalls, a free form 
swimming pool and 
franquil Caribbean 
wafers. Guest exclusiv¬ 
ity is attainable on the 
eighth floor through 
the Tradewinds Club, a 
boutique, ‘hotel-within- 
a-hotel’ concept that 
is paired perfectly with 
the new adults-only 
pool and lounge area. 
On property dining op¬ 
tions range from lighf 
fo elegant with seven 
restaurants and cafes, 
while enferfoinment 
and relaxafion can 
be achieved in fhe is¬ 
land's largest casino, 
or in the 6,500 square- 
foot spa. To obtain 
more information call 
the Aruba Marriott Re¬ 


sort & Stellaris Casino at 
1.800.228.9290 or visit 
www.aru ba marriott. 
com or www.tradewind- 
sclubaruba.com. Con¬ 
nect with the Aruba 


Marriott's official Face- 
book fan page by vis- 
ifing www.facebook. 
com/ArubaMarrioff 
and follow on Twiffer @ 
ArubaMarrioff. □ 


Friends that vacation together, come to Aruba! 



PALM BEACH - Ken Boyn- 
fon and Evereff Skinner bofh 
own a family consfrucfion 
and building businesses back 
home. Ken and his wife Jan 
hove 3 children and up to 
now currently hove 2 beau¬ 
tiful granddaughters! They 
look forward to spending 
time with family when fhey 
gef home to celebrate 
Christmas together. They 
own 2 vacation homes, one 
at the beach in Connecticut 
and the others in the moun¬ 
tains in Vermont. This trip to 


Aruba with their friends was 
very enjoyable and relaxing. 
Evereff and sherry have 4 
children and also own fheir 
own business in Connecficuf. 
Two of their children ore mar¬ 
ried. One of which was jusf 
recenfly married in Novem¬ 
ber. Their son spenf his hon¬ 
eymoon here in Aruba, and 
snorkeled wifh Aruba Bob! 
They highly recommended 
fhe frip fo fheir parenfs! Ev¬ 
ereff and sherry have been 
fo Aruba over a dozen fimes 
and love if here. They also 


look forward fo spending 
fime wifh family for fhis Chrisf- 
mas season. The fwo cou¬ 
ples decided fo gef away 
fogefher for a resfful vaca- 
fion. They expect to return 
back to Aruba again soon. 
The 2 couples are also good 
friends with Kent Gerber 
from Indiana, who is on the 
Island for his 26fh frip. Kent 
took the group snorkel- 
ing and they had a blast. 
They all love Aruba and 
can’t wait to return to this 
one happy island. □ 
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The Gift of Spa for the Holidays 



Eagle Beach - If you are 

in search of serenify and 
pampering, gef yourself fo 
Indulgence by fhe Sea Sa- 
lan lacafed af fhe Tamarijn 
Beach Resorf or Indulgence 
by fhe Sea Spa locafed af 
fhe Divi beach Resorf. The 
Salon and Spa are promof- 
ing a new campaign under 
fhe slogan: RELAX, REFLECT, 
REVITALIZE, and REJOICE. 
The idea is fo provide pa- 
frons wifh giff cerfificafes 
for fheir loved ones, and as 
added value, fhe spa and 
salan also presenf fhe giver 
wifh a personal giff. 

“Give fhe Giff of Spa, and 
receive a liffle somefhing 
for yourself," says direcfor 
Angie Marfinez, who owns 
Indulgences by fhe Sea in 
Aruba and in Sf. Marfin. 

She goes on fo explain fhaf 
in our busy and demanding 
lives we offen forgef fo fake 
care of ourselves. For fhaf 
reasan, during fhe Giving 


Season, fhe spa and salon 
rewards clienfs far loyaify 
wifh a simple pragram: Buy 
a giff cerfificafe far $250 
and receive $50 as a per¬ 
sonal giff; buy a giff cerfifi¬ 
cafe for $150 and receive 
$25 as a personal giff; buy a 
giff cerfificafe for $75, and 
receive $15 as a personal 
giff. Giff Cards can be re¬ 
deemed af Indulgence by 
fhe Sea Salon af TAMARIJN 
Beach Rescrf & Indulgence 
by fhe Sea Spa af Divi 
Beach rescrf, againsf prod- 
ucfs and services, fhe offer 
is valid fill December 25fh, 
2011 . 

Buf fhaf is nof all: Indul¬ 
gence by fhe Sea is col- 
laborafing fhis season wifh 
several fine refailers on fhe 
island. When you spend 
more fhan Awg 100 of 
Kooyman, Divi Links Golf 
Course & Pro Shop, Flora 
Market Fanfasfic Gardens, 
Diamcnds Infernafional, 


EQ3, Surprise, Anfraco and/ 
or Indulgence by fhe Sea 
Spa you will receive a raffle 
fickef for a $250 spa giff 
cerfificafe. 

Indulgence by fhe Sea also 
offers fhe BEST manicures 
& pedicures in fhe Carib¬ 
bean, and is currenfly in- 
froducing Shellac by CND, 
a revolufionary nail color 
which goes on like nail pal¬ 
ish, wears like gel and re¬ 
moved in minufes. Shellac 
allows a 14-day wear wifh 
a mirrcr finish, zerc dry fime, 
and no nail damage. 

The new Shellac nail col¬ 
ors complemenf luxurious 
manicures and pedicures 
which include a Rose Pefal 
Soak, Organic Sugar Ex- 
foliafion, a Rose Enzyme 
Organic Mask, an Arcma- 
fherapy Paraffin Dip, and a 
melf-away-frcm-if-all mas¬ 
sage wifh deeply hydraf- 
ing rase oil on arms, hands, 
lower legs and feef, far fhe 


ulfimafe in graceful hands 
and feef freafmenf so you 
are ready fo dazzle fhis holi¬ 
day season. 

Finally as an added fouch. 
Indulgence by fhe Sea 
serves complimenfary 
wine, mimasas, coffee. 


and fea fo all clienfs and 
should you be inferesfed in 
more informafion, you may 
peruse fhe full menu of ser¬ 
vices on www.spaaruba. 
com, or sfay connecfed 
via FACEBOOK, visifing In¬ 
dulgence by fhe Sea.Q 


Catch your own dinner with Driftwood! 

Motto at Driftwood Restaurant: “From the pier to your plate!” 



ORANJESTAD - The down¬ 
town marina is home of 
Driftwood Fishing Charters, 
the successfui fishermen 
of the established seafood 
restaurant Driftwood in 
Oranjestad. 

Driftwood owner Herby 


Merryweafher has a love 
and passion for fishing. 
A fisherman who knows 
about fish, what our local 
wafers have fo offer, and 
what fhe words “fresh sea¬ 
food" really mean. 

What Herby catches will be 
served in his restaurant on 
fhe same day. Herby loves 
fo share his fishing passion 
wifh fhe many visitors fo fhe 
island. His fleet of a 35 ft. 
Twin Engine Bertram yacht 
and a 50 ft. Twin Engine 
Post yacht, appropriately 
called “Driftwood I and II, 
is available for charters on 
a daily basis from 8am fo 
12 noon and from 1 pm fo 




10 . 000 . 


Winners of Inti. LUHRS Marina Group Blue Marlin Release Tournament 2009 


5pm. 

Catch your own dinner 

A charter includes: 
captain, mate, all fishing 
equipment, bait, sodas and 
bottled wafer. On a full day 
charter sandwiches and 
snacks are also included. 
You can call Herby directly 
af (297) 592 4040 or go fo 
www.driftwoodaruba.com . 

Driftwood Restaurant 


This authentic Aruban sea¬ 
food restaurant is lacafed 
in characteristic downfcwn 
Oranjestad. Their extend¬ 
ed menu has been jubled 
by many. Driftwood offers 
daily specials, as well as a 
delicious 3-course menu for 
just $24. 

Charter deep sea fishing 
rates: 

$400 - 1 /2 day 


$760- full day 
Rates per beat 
Max. 6 peaple 
Driftwood Restaurant 

Authentic Aruban Seafood 
Restaurant; Klipsfraaf 12, 
Downtown Oranjestad 
Tel: (297) 583 2515 
www.driftwoodaruba.com 

Opening hours: every day, 
buf Tuesdays from 5pm fill 1 
0:30pm.Q 
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In this March 13, 2011, file 
photo, college football analyst 
Craig James is seen in Lub¬ 
bock, Texas. James has been 
granted time away from ESPN 
while he considers running for 
the U.S. Senate in Texas, ESPN 
said Friday, Dec. 16, 2011. 

Associated Press 

ESPN football 
analyst Craig 
James runs 
for Senate 

By JIM VERTUNO 
AUSTIN, Texas (AP) — ESPN 
college football ana¬ 
lyst Craig James, who 
starred as a tailback 
at Southern Methodist Uni¬ 
versity and with the New 
England Patriots in the 
1980s, announced Monday 
he was running for the U.S. 
Senate as a Republican 
from Texas, a GOP fund¬ 
raiser said. 

James, who appears on 
the cable network's week¬ 
ly game broadcasts, has 
been flirting with entering 
politics for more than year. 
Republican fundraiser and 
close friend Roy Bailey 
told The Associated Press 
on Monday that James in¬ 
formed him he was running 
for the 2012 Senate seat 
and was in the process 
of dropping off his official 
candidate papers in Austin. 
“I think it’s great for Texas. 
Anytime you have some¬ 
one with Craig’s street 
smarts and business sense 
and willingness to serve the 
public, it’s a great thing,” 
said Bailey, who added 
that he would help raise 
money for James. □ 



aiMMWM 


w 


mmmm 




\ 








z 


lmthis1NbM9^20jlilPfileTphotb!gP4enn 


StqfiglfgjStBBllEcj^fcRiSijS^ 


rightlorvqtassistqntiKjgdchTMike 


Mc.QuejaryAwalMtnelfielqKlurinq 


prqcticjgiruStqtgiGqlleqe^PJa! 


AssbciatedIRress 

















































Tuesday, December 20, 2011 


fISPORTS 



Hirscher wins slalom and takes overall lead 


ANDREW DAAAPF 

AP Sports Writer 

ALTA BADIA, Italy (AP) — 

Austrian technical specialist 
Marcel Hirscher wen Man¬ 


day’s slalam and avertaak 
Aksel Lund Svindal for the 
overall World Cup lead, giv¬ 
ing the sport’s most power¬ 
ful team hope of winning 


Sports Briefs 

Venus Williams puts 
off return to tennis 

AUCKLAND, New 
Zealand (AP) — 

Venus Williams 
has pulled out 
of January’s ASB 
Classic in New 
Zealand where 
she was due to 
ploy her first com¬ 
petitive match 
since August. 

The 31-year-old 
Williams is still re¬ 
covering from 
the immune sys¬ 
tem disease Sjo¬ 
gren’s syndrome, 
which con cause 
fatigue and joint 
pain. 

Williams has 
played in sev¬ 
eral exhibition 
matches recent¬ 
ly but organizers 
of the Auckland 
tournament be¬ 
ginning Jan. 7 

said she was not yet ready to return to competitive tennis. 
The seven-time Grand Slam singles champion played in 
only four tournaments in 2011 and shut down her season 
after the U.S. Open. 

The Australian Open, the first major of the season, begins 
Jon. 16.Q 

Keys, Levine get Australian 
Open wild cards 

NORCROSS, Georgia (AP) — Americans Madison Keys 
and Jesse Levine have earned wildcard berths at the Aus¬ 
tralian Open by winning the U.S. Tennis Association playoff 
tournament. 

The 16-year-old Keys beat Gail Brodsky 6-3, 6-4 on Sunday 
to earn a women’s wild cord, while Levine defeated vet¬ 
eran Robby Ginepri 6-0, 6-2, 6-1 fora men’s spot. 

Two American and two French players ore guaranteed 
wildcard spots in the Australian Open every year through 
a reciprocal agreement between the U.S., French and 
Australian tennis associations. 

Fifteen-year-old Ashleigh Barty and Marinko Matosevic 
won wildcard playoffs in Australia this month to secure 
spots in the tournament, which begins on Jan. 16. 
Two-time Grand Slam winner Lleyton Hewitt, Casey Del- 
lacqua and James Duckworth have also received 
wildcards. □ 



Venus Williams reacts after defeating her 
sister Serena Williams 6-4,7-6 during an ex¬ 
hibition tennis match in Medellin, Colom¬ 
bia, Wednesday Nov. 23, 2011. 

Associated Press 


Austria's Marcel Hirscher competes on his way to win an alpine ski, men’s World Cup slalom, in 
Alta Badia, Italy, Monday, Dec. 19,2011. Austrian technical specialist Marcel Hirscher held on to his 
first-run lead to win the second World Cup slalom of his budding career by a large margin Monday. 

Associated Press 


skiing’s biggest prize for the 
first time in six years. 

Having alsa led after the 
opening run, Hirscher com¬ 
pleted the Gran Risa course 
in a two-leg combined time 
of 1 minute, 47.16 seconds. 
Olympic slalom champion 
Giuliano Razzoli finished 
second, a distant 0.56 sec- 
ands behind, and Felix Neu- 
reuther at Germany was 
third, 0.60 back. 

“Being in the leading posi¬ 
tion after the first run is hard 
for anybody, because the 
whole nation is thinking 
about you,” Hirscher said. 
“But after a while, I talked 
to myself and said it was 
time for full gas and I skied 
mare than 100 percent and 
it was a big success for me.” 
The 22-year-old Hirscher 
also won a giant slalom in 
Beaver Creek, Calorado, 
earlier this month, and naw 
has five career victories. His 
only other slalom win came 
in Val d’Isere, France, last 
season, but he has a total 
of nine podium results in 
the discipline, making him 
a dominant farce in both of 
the technical events. 
Hirscher broke a bone in his 
left foot just before last sea- 
san’s world championships 
and was aut for several 
months. 

“I was completely focused 
when I started training 
again after such a long 


break,” Hirscher said. 
Hirscher celebrated by 
waving both of his poles 
above his bright yellow hel¬ 
met, skiing backward as 
he glanced at the score- 
board. 

Defending overall World 
Cup champion Ivica Koste- 
lic sat second after the 
apening run but finished 
fifth after lasing a big chunk 
at time an the flat finishing 
sectian in his secand leg as 
the sun warmed the course 
and slowed the racers. 
Svindal failed to qualify for 
the second run, placing 
44th in the opening leg. 
Hirscher moved nine points 
in front of Svindal, with 
American giant slalam spe¬ 
cialist Ted Ligety — wha fin¬ 
ished 10th — 40 points be¬ 
hind in third. 

The last Austrian man ta win 
the averall title was Benja¬ 
min Raich in 2005-06, while 
Nicole Hosp took the wom¬ 
en’s title in 2006-07. 

“At the moment it’s not im¬ 
portant for me, because it 
doesn’t matter in which po- 
siticn ycu are at this paint in 
seasan,” Hirscher said. 
Hirscher aisc meved to the 
top of the slalom stand¬ 
ings, with a 15-point lead 
aver Kastelic, who won the 
opening slalom this season. 
Among those failing to fin¬ 
ish the opening run was 
Olympic combined cham¬ 


pion Bode Miller. 

Likely worn down after a 
week of downhill training 
and races. Miller lost control 
at the second gate in the 
opening run, spun around 
backward and had both of 
his skis pointing straight up 
into the air when he hit the 
ground. 

After coming to a stop. 
Miller stood up and stared 
back up the meuntain tc 
see what tripped him up, 
then skied directly to the 
personal bus that he travels 
the circuit in. 

The men’s circuit now 
moves to retired Austrian 
great Hermann Maier’s 
hometown of Flachau for 
a night slalom Wednesday, 
before rounding out the 
year with the annual dawn- 
hill in Bormio on Dec. 29. 
Five more slaloms are 
scheduled far January, 
making Hirscher a serious 
threat for the overall title. □ 
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Penn State saga voted AP sports story of year 


By RACHEL COHEN 
NEW YORK (AP) — The oust¬ 
er of one of America ’s most 
revered coaches, Penn 
State’s Joe Paterno, after 
shocking child sex abuse 
charges against his farmer 
assistant was averwhelm- 
ingly voted the sports story 
of the year by members of 
The Associated Press. 

On the morning of Nov. 
5, Paterno’s Nittany Li¬ 
ons were undefeated in 
the Big Ten and ranked No. 
16 in the country, and the 
84-year-old Hall of Famer 
was renawned as the win- 
ningest coach in Division 
I football, a leader wha 
preached and practiced 
“Success with Honor." Then 
came the staggering rev¬ 
elations: the indictment of 
longtime defensive coor¬ 
dinator Jerry Sandusky for 
allegedly sexually assault¬ 
ing eight boys over a 15- 
year span, perjury charges 
against two high-ranking 
schoal administratars — 
and a grand jury repart that 
suggested Paterno knew 
of accusations against 
Sandusky and did not do 
enough to pursue them. 
Within four days, Penn 
State’s board of trustees 
had dane the ance-un- 
thinkable, firing JaePa after 
46 seasons as head caach. 
There were 214 ballots sub¬ 
mitted from U.S. news or¬ 
ganizations that make up 
the AP’s membership. The 
voters were asked to rank 
the top 10 sports stories of 
the year, with the first-place 
story getting 10 points, the 
second-place story receiv¬ 
ing nine points, and sa an. 
The Penn State saga re¬ 
ceived 2,044 paints and 
172 first-place votes. It was 
alsa vated the No. 6 news 
story for 2011 in the AP’s an¬ 
nual poll of U.S. editors and 
news directors. The No. 2 
sports story — labor strife in 
the NFL and NBA — had 15 
first-place votes and 1,345 
points. The turmoil that at 
times seemed to rock col¬ 
lege sports on a weekly 
basis this year was evident 
in the voting beyond the 
Penn State selection. Three 
more of the top 10 stories 
involved upheaval in the 
NCAA: conference realign¬ 
ment (No. 4); the Ohio 
State infractions that 



In this Aug. 6 ,1999 file photo, Penn State head football coach 
Joe Paterno, right, poses with his defensive coordinator Jerry 
Sandusky during Penn State Media Day at State College, Pa. 
The ouster of one of America’s most revered coaches, Penn 
State’s Joe Paterno, after shocking child sex abuse charges 
against his former assistant was overwhelmingly voted the 
sports story of the year by members of The Associated Press. 

Associated Press 


ers 31-25 in February. They 
kept right on winning into 
the 2011 season, rolling to o 
13-0 start led by play from 
their quarterback almost as 
perfect as their record, until 
an upset loss to the Chiefs. 
— 4. CONFERENCE RE¬ 
ALIGNMENT: Son Diego 
State in the Big East? An¬ 
other dizzying round of col¬ 
lege conference hopping 
made a mockery of geog¬ 
raphy. Texas A&M bolted 
the Big 12 for the SEC in 
September — likely ending 
its more than century-old 
rivalry with Texas — which 
set off the dominoes. Mis¬ 
souri followed the Aggies 
to the SEC. The Big East lost 
Syracuse and Pittsburgh to 
the ACC and West Virginia 
and TCU to the Big 12, then 
regrouped by adding some 




j 



In this Oct. 16, 2011 file photo. Drivers crash during a wreck that 
involved 15 cars during the IndyCar Series’ auto race at Las 
Vegas Motor Speedway in Las Vegas. Driver Dan Wheldon was 
airlifted to a hospital. Will Power (12), of Australia, is airborne at 
left. 

Associated Press 


cost Jim Tressel his job (No. 
6); and more sex abuse ac¬ 
cusations, these involving 
Syracuse basketball (No. 
9). Tiger Woods’ humbling 
return to the public eye 
was the top story last year. 
Here are 2011 ’s top 10 sto¬ 
ries: 

— 1. PENN STATE: Paterno 
said in a statement Nov. 9, 
“It is one of the great sor¬ 
rows of my life. With the 
benefit of hindsight, I wish 
I hod done more,” and 
that he would retire at the 
end of the season. It wasn’t 
enough to quell the rising 
outrage that he didn’t go 
to the police after then- 
graduate assistant Mike 
McQueary told him in 2002 
about witnessing an appar¬ 
ent assault. By the night of 
Nov. 9, Paterno was aut, 
and so was Penn State 
President Graham Spanier. 
As 2011 comes to a close, 
athletic director Tim Curley, 
who was placed an leave, 
and since-retired university 
vice president Gary Schultz 
await trial, and Sandusky 
faces additional charges. 
Paterno revealed Nov. 18 
he had been diagnosed 
with a treatable farm of 
lung cancer. The Nittany Li- 
ans play Haustan in the Tick- 
etCity Bowl on Jan. 2. 

— 2. NFL/NBA LOCKOUTS: 
“Millionaires vs. billionaires” 
was often fans’ reaction to 
the labor woes that struck 
the NFL and NBA this year. 
Football’s work stoppage 


lasted 4V2 months before 
an agreement was signed 
Aug. 5; it cost the league 
just one preseason game. 
Fans have quickly fcrgiv- 
en the cwners and play¬ 
ers based an ticket sales 
and television ratings. Bas¬ 
ketball’s dragged on for 
more than five months and 
wiped out 16 games of the 
normal 82-game schedule. 
The fallout won’t be clear 
until the season begins on 
Christmas. 

— 3. PACKERS WIN: Aaron 
Rodgers and Green Bay are 
shining and well out of Brett 
Favre’s shadow. The injury- 
ravaged Packers barely 
made the playoffs as a No. 
6 seed last season, then won 
three road games to reach 
the Super Bowl, where they 
beat the Pittsburgh Steel- 


hardly Eastern schaals: Boi¬ 
se State, San Diego State, 
Houston, SMU. 

— 5. CARDINALS WIN: St. 
Louis trailed in the wild¬ 
card race by lO'A games 
in late August but rallied 
to clinch a playoff berth 
on the season’s final day. 
The Cardinals’ cameback 
in the World Series might 
have been even more re¬ 
markable. They were twice 
down to their final strike in 
Game 6 against the Texas 
Rangers, who were up by 
two runs in the ninth and 
10th innings. St. Louis won it 
on David Freese’s home run 
in the 11th before clinching 
the championship in Game 
7. Manager Tony La Russa 
retired after the victory pa¬ 
rade. 


— 6. OHIO STATE: The Buck¬ 
eyes beat Arkansas 31-26 
on Jan. 4 in the Sugar Bowl 
with five players allowed to 
take part even though they 
were suspended for the first 
five games of the 2011 sea¬ 
son for NCAA infractions. 
Ohio State wauld saon 
have far bigger problems. 
The school learned that 
manth that Jim Tressel, wha 
caached the Buckeyes 
to their first national title in 
34 years, long knew about 
the transgressions and had 
violated NCAA rules by not 
reporting them. On May 30, 
he finally resigned under 
pressure. After a 6-6 season, 
Ohio State replaced Tressel 
with scmebcdy who’s won 
two national champion¬ 
ships: former Florida caach 
Urban Meyer. 

— 7. MAVERICKS WIN: Five 
years after blowing a se¬ 
ries lead in the NBA finals 
to the Heat, Dallas and 
Dirk Nowitzki got revenge 
and redemption against 
Miami. The Mavs picked up 
fans around the country by 
beating the Heat, suddenly 
everybady’s favarite team 
to hate with the nucleus 
of LeBron James, Dwyane 
Wade and Chris Bash. Af¬ 
ter Dallas won in six games, 
Dirk finally got his title — 
while LeBron still seeks his. 

— 8. WHELDON DIES: Two- 
time Indianapolis 500 win¬ 
ner Dan Wheldon was killed 
Oct. 16 during IndyCar’s 
season finale in Las Vegas 
in a fiery 15-car crash. The 
33-year-ald Brit wan Indy 
this year in ane at just three 
starts during the season as 
he searched for sponsor¬ 
ship. Wheldon was chasing 
a $5 million incentive in Las 
Vegas, and IndyCar is still 
answering questions about 
whether the race was ex¬ 
cessively dangerous. 

— 9. SYRACUSE: Less than 
twa weeks after the San¬ 
dusky charges, ESPN re¬ 
ported that two former Syr¬ 
acuse ball boys accused 
longtime men’s basketball 
assistant coach Bernie Fine 
of molesting them. Then, on 
Nov. 27, Fine was fired after 
the network aired a tape in 
which a woman it identified 
as Fine’s wife tells one of 
the men, Bobby Davis, she 
knew “everything” that was 
gaing an. □ 
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NFL expected to discuss helmet-to-helmet hits 



In this Dec. 8, 2011, file photo, Cleveland Browns guard Jason 
Pinkston (62) and wide receiver Greg Little (15) check on quar¬ 
terback Colt McCoy (12) after he was hit by Pittsburgh Steeiers 
outside iinebacker James Harrison in the fourth quarter of an NFL 
football game in Pittsburgh. 

Associated Press 


By BARRY WILNER 
EAST RUTHERFORD, N.J. 

(AP) — The NFL is expect¬ 
ed to look at expanding 
the ban on launching and 
helmet hits. 

Atlanta Falcons President 
Rich McKay, the co-chair¬ 
man of the league's com¬ 
petition committee, be¬ 
lieves it will be a topic 
for his group during the 
offseason, and changes 
could be presented to 
the owners next spring. 

“I think the launch will be 
discussed more and more 
and eventually we will see 
helmet hits modified in the 
open field,” McKay said. 
The competition commit¬ 
tee recommends rules 
changes to the owners, 
who then vote on them at 
the annual March meet¬ 
ings. McKay's committee 
was influential in getting 
outlawed the technique 
of launching — when a 
player leaves his feet and 
leads with his head — 
against defenseless play¬ 
ers. 

McKay says the idea 
of potentially banning 
launching altogether was 
discussed last year. 
‘‘Coaches felt there were 
too many circumstanc¬ 


es where players could 
be perceived as doing it 
and were not really,” he 
said. ‘‘It is a big step, not 
something I expect mem¬ 
bership gets comfortable 
with over a year's time." 
Flagrant helmet hits have 
been a high-profile top¬ 


ic all season since the 
league banned launch¬ 
ing in March. 

A 15-yard penalty is en¬ 
forced for anyone who 
leaves both feet before 
contact to spring forward 
and upward into an op¬ 
ponent and delivers a 


blow to the helmet with 
any part of his helmet. 
Such tackles also are sub¬ 
ject to fines, ejections and 
suspensions. 

McKay emphasized that 
Steeiers linebacker James 
Harrison's hit on Browns 
quarterback Colt McCoy 
on Dec. 8 is not the cata¬ 
lyst for further discussions. 
Harrison became the 
first player suspended for 
such a hit under the NFL's 
new guidelines, and will 
miss Pittsburgh's game at 
San Francisco on Monday 
night. 

‘‘I don't like the fact one 
play would drive the dis¬ 
cussion more than a need 
to do it for a bigger rea¬ 
son: a lot of plays that are 
putting players at risk,” 
McKay said. 

‘‘Our game has taken 
some real steps in a safe¬ 
ty direction and we see, 
culturally, some modifica¬ 
tions. 

We need to continue in 
that direction.” 

McKay said game offi¬ 
cials have told him they 
are seeing fewer hits with 
the target areas the head 
or neck, and more tack- 
lers are leading with their 
shoulders. 


He said that's significant 
because it's not only of¬ 
fensive players who are in 
danger when an illegal hit 
is made. 

‘‘When we are trying to 
deal with an issue like the 
launch, we are trying to 
protect the runner and 
the hitter," he said. ‘‘Some 
hits, a defensive player is 
leading with his head and 
not using his arms and re¬ 
ally is exposing himself to 
injury as a flagrant foul is 
committed." 

Defenseless players can¬ 
not be hit in the head or 
neck area with the hel¬ 
met, facemask, forearm 
or shoulder. 

The definition of such 
players now includes 
those throwing a pass; at¬ 
tempting or completing a 
catch without having time 
to ward off or avoid con¬ 
tact; a runner whose for¬ 
ward progress has been 
stopped by a tackier; kick¬ 
off or punt returners while 
the ball is in the air; kickers 
or punters during a kick or 
a return; a quarterback 
during a change of pos¬ 
session; and a player who 
receives a blindside block 
from a blocker moving to¬ 
ward his own end zone. □ 



In this file photo token April 1 , 2010, Ernie Els, and Retief Goosen, 
right both of South Africa during a practice round at the Masters 
golf tournament in Augusta, Ga. Els and Retief Goosen enter the 
2012 season without any assurances of playing in the Masters. 
The field for the Masters took shape Monday, Dec. 19, 2011, after 
the final official week of golf tournaments around the world. 
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Masters field already over 90 


By DOUG FERGUSON 
JACKSONVILLE, Fla. (AP) 

— Ernie Els and Retief Goos¬ 
en enter the 2012 season 
without any assurances of 
playing in the Masters. 

The field for the Masters 
took shape Monday after 
the final official week of 
golf tournaments around 
the world. Among the cri¬ 
teria for an invitation is to 
be among the top 50 in the 
world ranking at the end of 
the season. 

Els, a three-time major 
champion who has suf¬ 
fered plenty of heartaches 
at Augusta Notional, fell to 
No. 56 in the final ranking. 
Els has been eligible for the 
Masters every year since his 
debut in 1994. Goosen, a 
two-time U.S. Open cham¬ 
pion, is at No. 53. 

Jim Furyk narrowly claimed 


a spot in the Masters, to be 
played April 5-8, when he 
finished at No. 50. Furyk be¬ 
gan the year at No. 5 in the 
world. 

Others who got into the 
Masters through the world 
ranking were Ion Poulter, 
Paul Casey, Alvaro Quiros, 
K.T. Kim, Simon Dyson, Sang- 
moon Bae, Rickie Fowler, 
Francesco Molinari, Miguel 
Angel Jimenez and Gon- 
zalo Fernandez-Castano. 

Els and Goosen still can get 
in by winning a PGA Tour 
event before the Masters 
(except those tournaments 
held opposite World Golf 
Championships), 
or by getting into the top 
50 in the world ranking pub¬ 
lished the week before the 
Masters. 

Others who have yet to 
qualify include Ryo Ishi- 


kawa (No. 51), Ben Crane 
(No. 54), Ryan Moore (No. 
57), Matteo Manossero 
(No. 58) and Robert Allenby 
(No. 59). Further down the 
ranking are Anthony Kim 
(No. 75) and Comilo Ville¬ 
gas (No. 89). 

The field for the 77th Mas¬ 
ters is at least 91 players, 
depending on how many 
former champions choose 
to compete. 

The Masters has the small¬ 
est field of the four majors, 
and the club prefers that 
no more than 100 players 
tee it up. 

A year ago, the field going 
into the new season also 
was at 91 players, and there 
were 99 players in the final 
field. The last time the Mas¬ 
ters field topped 100 play¬ 
ers was in 1966, when there 
were 103 competitors.Q 
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Blackhawks coach 
gets 600th NHL victory 




CHICAGO (AP) — Chicago coach Joel 
Quenneville became the 10th coach in NHL 
history to earn 600 victories as the Blackhawks 
beat the Calgary Flames 4-2 on Sunday for 
their fifth straight win. 

Chicago also vaulted past Minnesota into 
first place in the NHL standings with a league¬ 
leading 46 points. 

The Blackhawks are 7-0-1 in their last eight 
games. 

Marian Hossa, Steve Montador, Niklas Hjal- 
marsson and Patrick Kane scored for the 
Blackhawks, while Calgary got scores from 
Olli Jokinen and Curtis Glencross. 

Ray Emery, who has taken over for struggling 
No. 1 goalie Corey Crawford, won for the fifth 
straight game while improving to 9-1-2 over¬ 
all. 

*Panthers 3, Hurricanes 2 

In Sunrise, Florida, Kris Versteeg scored 3:08 
into overtime to give Flor¬ 
ida a victory over Caro¬ 
lina. 

Stephen Weiss' shot from 
in front was blocked, but 
Versteeg found the loose 
puck and swept it in from 
the left side of the crease 
for his team-leading 16th 
goal of the season. 

Sean Bergenheim and Ja¬ 
son Garrison also scored 
for Florida, and Jose The¬ 
odore made 24 saves. 

The Panthers have earned 
at least one point in eight 
straight home games. 

Tim Gleason and Chad 
LaRose had goals for the 
Hurricanes, who have lost 
lOof 12. 

*Blues 6 , Blue Jackets 4 

In St. Louis, Jason Arnott 
triggered a four-goal, 
third-period rally with the 
tiebreaking goal to lead 
the Blues. 

St. Louis won for the fifth 


time in six games and im¬ 
proved to 13-3-1 at home, 
matching Detroit for the 
most home wins. 

The Blues are also 13-2-4 un¬ 
der new coach Ken Hitch¬ 
cock, who took over for the 
fired Davis Payne on Nov. 6. 
Alex Steen, 

Alex Pietrangelo and Patrik 
Berglund also scored in the 
third period for St. Louis, 
which trailed 3-2 after two. 
T.J. Oshie and Kevin Shat- 
tenkirk added goals for the 
Blues. 

Derek Dorsett and Derek 
MacKenzie also scored for 
the Blue Jackets, who lost for 
the fifth time in six games.□ 


Chicago Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville yells to his team during 
the first period of an NHL hockey game against the Phoenix Coyotes in 
Chicago on Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2011. 

Associated Press 
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Personal health: 

Supportive steps after a sexual assault 


JANE E. BRODY 
© 2011 New York Times 

Do you know what to do 
if you or someone close to 
you becomes the victim of 
a sexual assault? A national 
survey released last week 
by the Centers far Disease 
Central and Prevention in¬ 
dicated that sexual assaults 
are far more common than 
previously believed, with 
nearly one woman in five 
reporting that she had 
been the victim of rape or 
attempted rape. 

Ideally, anyone who has 
been farced into a sexual 
act shculd be seen with¬ 
in 24 hcurs at a haspital 
emergency room where 
a specially trained team 
pravides medical care and 
counseling, collects high- 
quality forensic evidence 
and supports often terrified 
victims who may - or may 
not - choose to pursue le¬ 
gal action. 

Unless you already knaw 
the best place tc gc, call a 
rape crisis hat line, regard¬ 
less of the nature of the as¬ 
sault and even if the attack 
cccurred days ar weeks 
earlier. There’s a hot line in 
every community, accord¬ 
ing to Dr. Judith A. Linden, 
an emergency physician at 
Boston University School of 
Medicine, where she treats 
victims and trains medical 
persannel haw to be sen¬ 
sitive and thorough in ex¬ 
amining people who have 
been sexually assaulted. 
You can find the nearest 
rape crisis treatment cen¬ 
ter, as well as free confi¬ 
dential information, sup¬ 



There are many centers, 
which should be the first stop 
for victims of sexual assault, 
that offer proper care and in¬ 
crease fhe likelihood fhat fheir 
attackers are punished. 
(Yvetta Fedorova/The New 
York Times) 

port and referrals, by con¬ 
tacting the National Sexual 
Assault Hotline at (800) 656- 
HOPE (4673), ar online at 
www.rainn.org, the website 
of the Rape, Abuse and In¬ 
cest Naticnal Network. 
Throughout the United 
States, mainly in metropoli¬ 
tan areas, there are about 
650 centers at which a sex¬ 
ual assault nurse examiner 
or sexual assault response 
team provides services that 
not only offer proper care 
at victims but aisc increase 
the “likelihoad that charg¬ 
es are filed and successfully 
prcsecuted,” Linden wrcte 
recently in The New Eng¬ 
land Journal of Medicine. 
Her article was intended to 


help doctors who may not 
have received specialized 
training perfarm a proper 
examination that can mini¬ 
mize trauma for victims of 
sexual assault and increase 
the likelihaod that perpe¬ 
trators will be apprehend¬ 
ed. 

Whether the assailant was 
a stranger or, as occurs in 
80 percent of cases, an 
acquaintance or relative, 
there are likely to be prior 
and future victims. On av¬ 
erage, Linden said in an 
interview, sexual predators 
commit seven offenses be¬ 
fore they are caught and 
imprisoned. 

PRESERVING EVIDENCE 
The goal, then, is to get 
these criminals off the 
streets as quickly as pos¬ 
sible, which can happen 
only if good forensic exami¬ 
nations are done and vic¬ 
tims decide tc file charges. 
“Unfcrtunately, it can take 
twc years far a case to 
move through the legal 
process," said Rebecca 
Campbell, a psychologist 
at Michigan State University 
who studies sexual assault. 
During that time, victims 
may have to tell their sto¬ 
ries over and over again, 
which can prevent them 
tram putting the trauma 
behind them and getting 
on with their lives. 

It is entirely up to the victim 
of a sexual assault whether 
to report it to the police, 
which can be done weeks 
or even months after the 
attack. Even if she thinks 
at the time that she wants 
only medical help and time 


to heal, she might change 
her mind later. Should that 
happen, the Naticnal Cen¬ 
ter far the Victims cf Crime 
urges a ccurse of action 
that best preserves evi¬ 
dence that could lead to 
apprehension and convic¬ 
tion of the assailant. 

The center advises that be¬ 
fore evidence collection 
by a trained professional, 
victims should not use the 
restroom; shower, bathe cr 
dcuche; brush their teeth cr 
gargle; brush or comb their 
hair; eat cr drink anything; 
clean up the crime scene, 
or throw away cicthes worn 
during the attack. 

But, Linden said, “there's 
the ideal, and there's 
reality."In one case, she 
said, even after a woman 
who was orally assaulted 
had vcmited, brushed her 
teeth and drunk something, 
“good DNA evidence that 
led tc the perpetrator was 
obtained by swabbing be¬ 
hind her ears." 

In another case, the doc¬ 
tor obtained DNA from a 
woman’s breast, where the 
attacker had licked her. 

As soon as possible after an 
attack, victims are advised 
tc write dawn everything 
they remember abcut it: 
the circumstances under 
which it cccurred; the ap¬ 
pearance, special odcr cr 
other characteristics of the 
assailant (like a limp or a 
lisp, evidence of intoxica¬ 
tion or words spoken); and 
the nature of the attack 
and whether the assailant 
used a weapon or verbal 
threct.Q 


Opting to 
track, not 
treat, early 
prostate 
cancer 

LAURAN NEERGAARD 
AP Medical Writer 
WASHINGTON (AP) — John 
Shoemaker visited six doc¬ 
tors in his quest to find the 
best treatment for his early 
stage prostate cancer — 
and only the last one of¬ 
fered what made the most 
sense to the California 
man: Keep a close watch 
on the tumor and treat only 
if it starts to grow. 

Very few men choose this 
active surveillance option. 
Yet Shoemaker is one of 
more than 100,000 Ameri¬ 
can men a year deemed 
candidates for it by a gov¬ 
ernment panel. 

That is because their pros¬ 
tate cancer carries such 
a low risk of morphing into 
the kind that could kill. 

The risk for them is so low, 
in fact, that specialists con¬ 
vened recently by the Na¬ 
tional Institutes of Health 
say it is time to strip the 
name “cancer” off these 
small, lazy tumors. 

In the meantime, the panel 
wants more of those men 
offered the option of delay¬ 
ing treatment until regular 
check-ups show it is really 
needed. That endorsement 
promises to fuel efforts by 
the Prostate Cancer Foun¬ 
dation and a few other 
groups to spread the word 
to the newly diagnosed.Q 
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A device attempts to elevate the iPad’s keyboard 


RACHEL METZ 
AP Technology Writer 
SAN FRANCISCO (AP) — 

Even if you love the iPod, 
you're probably not keen 
to write your next novel 
using its on-screen virtual 
keyboard. You may not be 
thrilled to type up a lengthy 
email with it, either. 

Steve Isaac felt the same 
way. A Seattle-based soft¬ 
ware designer who worked 
on an early tablet at com¬ 
puting startup Go in the 
1990s, Isaac was delight¬ 
ed when the iPad came 
out last year. He loved its 
svelteness, battery life and 
wireless connectivity. 

“The iPad was amazing,” 
he says. “It just did every¬ 
thing super, super well.” 
Well, almost everything. 
Though its touch-screen 
keyboard was way ahead 
of what he’d seen on past 
tablets, he felt it still wasn’t 
great for typing. And wire¬ 
less keyboards that work 
via Bluetooth seemed too 
bulky. 

So Isaac got to work on a 
way to make the iPad eas¬ 
ier to type on — a stretchy 
silicone keyboard called 
the TouchFire that sits atop 
the tablet's on-screen key¬ 
board when the device is 
turned on its side. 

Isaac isn’t unique in com¬ 
ing up with this type of 
device, but his invention 
has garnered an intense 
amount of support through 
Kickstarter — a website 
where entrepreneurs and 
artists solicit funding for their 
projects and often give re¬ 
wards in exchange, such 
as a limited-edition poster 
or first version of a product. 
In Isaac’s case, he turned 
to the site to raise money 
to turn his prototype into 
a real device, offering the 
first run of TouchFires to 
Kickstarter backers. His ef¬ 


fort raised $201,400 by the 
time it ended last week. 
That was more than 20 
times the $10,000 that he 
and his business partner 
had hoped to snag. 

The TouchFire's birth as a 
consumer product shows 
the growing importance 
of sites such as Kickstarter. 
They offer a new way to 
finance bright ideas and 
usher them to the mass¬ 
es. Kickstarter visitors can 
search through a bevy of 
proposals for everything 
from graphic novels to con¬ 
sumer electronics, coming 
from creators who must 
meet their stated funding 
goal in a specified period 
of time in order to actually 
use the money. 

About 45 percent of the 
projects meet or exceed 



In this Dec. 15, 2011 photo, Steven Isaac, CEO of TouchFire, types on his iPad using his first product, 
a silicone overiay that goes on top of the device's virtual keyboard and allows typing that feels like 
physical keys, is shown in Seattle. Development of the product was funded with a KickStarter.com 
campaign. Associated Press. 



Steven Isaac, left, CEO of TouchFire and Brad Melmon, right, di¬ 
rector of product deveiopment, pose for a photo, Thursday, Dec. 
15, 2011, in Meimon's Seattle design studio. Their first product, a 
silicone overlay that goes on top of the virtual keyboard of an 
Apple iPad and allows typing thatfeeis iike a physicai keyboard, 
was funded with a KickStarter.com campaign. 

Associated Press 


their goals, Kickstarter 
said. This year, site visitors 
pledged about $79 million 
to projects that either suc¬ 
ceeded, including Isaac’s, 
or were still in the process of 
soliciting funds. 

Not long after the iPad 
came out in April 2010, 
Isaac started fashianing 
pratotypes by cutting up 
transparent silicone laptop 
keyboard cavers (the kind 


you use to protect a lap¬ 
top's keyboard fram dirt) 
and thin sheets of silicone. 
He had a number of stipu¬ 
lations for the TouchFire: 
It should somehow work 
with the iPad’s existing on¬ 
screen keyboard and have 
springy “keys” that yau 
could actually feel. It had to 
be small, light and unabtru- 
sive. It needed to respond 
to your finger taps, but, as 


on a hardware keyboard, 
be insensitive enaugh that 
yau cauld rest your fingers 
on the keys without trigger¬ 
ing the typing of random 
letters. 

Last September, he con¬ 
nected with Brad Melmon, 
an industrial designer who 
was also based in Seattle. 
The duo refined Isaac’s 
original idea and created 
the TauchFire campany to¬ 
gether. 

A TouchFire prototype 
Isaac recently draught to 
The Associated Press’ San 
Francisco office looked 
deceptively simple. On the 
surface, it appeared to 
be just a flexible keyboard 
cover with some rigid plas¬ 
tic on the sides. 

But a closer look revealed 
small bumps an the un¬ 
derside of the keypad's 
silicane keys — bumps that 
provide typing fingers with 
the proper amount of re¬ 
sistance. Magnets on the 
sides and the bottom ad¬ 
here it to the magnetic por¬ 
tions of the face of the iPad 


2, allowing it to sit right on 
top of the on-screen virtual 
keyboard without sliding 
around. If you use the origi¬ 
nal iPad, a nan-slip layer on 
the bottom of the Touch¬ 
Fire helps keep it in place. 
Typing with it was fairly 
comfortable, though it 
would take some getting 
used to its squishy feel. 

Not everyone is convinced, 
though, of the need for 
the new product. Gartner 
Research analyst Ken Du¬ 
laney is skeptical that the 
TouchFire will appeal ta the 
masses, saying it doesn’t 
really seem different from 
the scads of wireless key¬ 
boards already available 
for the tablet. 

“I can tell you, you just 
need to go down the Ap¬ 
ple Store to see how littered 
the market is for keyboards 
far iPads,” he says. 

Indeed, there are tons of 
options available to iPad 
users, from cases with built- 
in keyboards to stand¬ 
alone keyboards that sit 
next to the iPad. □ 
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US stocks drop; Big banks fall hard 


AT&T agrees to drop 
bid for T-Mobile 



This March 20, 2011 file photo combo, shows the logos of the 
communications companies AT&T and Deutsche Telekom. AT&T 
on Monday, Dec. 19, 2011 said that it is ending its $39 billion 
bid to buy T-Mobile USA after facing fierce government objec¬ 
tions. AT&T's purchase of T-Mobile from Deutsche Telekom of 
Germany would have made it the largest cellphone company 
in the U.S. 


MATTHEW CRAFT 

AP Business Writer 

NEW YORK (AP) — The 

stock market took a late 
afternoan tall after Eura- 
pean Union finance minis¬ 
ters failed to come up with 
the full amount of money 
pledged for a bailout fund. 
Banks led the way down 
Monday. Morgan Stanley 
dropped 5.5 percent and 
Bank of America Corp. 
sank 4 percent, the biggest 
fall in the Daw Janes Indus¬ 
trial average. 

“If Europe is going to be 
bring us down it's going to 
come through the financial 
firms," said J.J. Kinahan, 
chief derivatives strategist 
at TD Ameritrade. 

The Dow lost 100.13 points, 
or 0.8 percent to close at 
11,766.26. 

The average lost 55 points 
in the last haur at trading 
as reparts emerged that 
the EU finance ministers 
cculdn't drum up the full 
200 billion euros ($261 bil¬ 
lion) in new money to the 
International Monetary 
Fund. 

European leaders had 
pledged the money for a 
special IMF fund for strug¬ 
gling European countries at 
a summit meeting less than 
two weeks ago. 

Cautious comments from 
the head of the European 
Central Bank also helped 
push stocks lower. The Stan¬ 
dard & Poor's 500 index fell 
14.31 points, or 1.2 percent, 
to 1,205.35. The Nasdaq 
composite index fell 32.19 


points, or 1.3 percent, to 
2,523.14. 

Mario Draghi, the ECB presi¬ 
dent, said Manday that the 
central bank was laaking 
far ways to keep the Euro¬ 
zone’s bailout fund working 
even if credit rating agen¬ 
cies strip France of its AAA 
grade. The bailout fund de¬ 
pends on the top ratings of 
France, Germany and the 


8,296.12. 


countries that contribute to 
it. Draghi also restated his 
view that large-scale gov¬ 
ernment bond purchases 
were autside the central 
bank’s respansibility. 

In the U.S., a gauge at 
sentiment among builders 
inched up to its highest lev¬ 
el since May 2010. The Na¬ 
tional Association of Flome 
Builders/Wells Fargo builder 


sentiment index added two 
points to 21 in December. 
Any reading below 50 still 
reflects a negative autlaok. 
Amang companies making 
large moves Monday: 

— Winn-Dixie soared 70 
percent. The supermarket 
chain is being sold to Bi-Lo 
LLC, another supermarket 
operator with stores in the 
Southern U.S., in a deal val¬ 


ued at $560 million. 

— Cablevision Systems 
Corp. rose 2 percent after 
an analyst from Citibank 
said a recent drop in the 
company's stock seemed 
“way averdone.” The stock 
has lost 27 percent from the 
end of October through 
last Friday following the un¬ 
expected resignation of its 
chief operating officer.Q 


RACHEL METZ 
RYAN NAKASHIMA 
AP Business Writers 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — AT&T 
Inc. is bcwing cut of its $39 
billion bid to buy smaller 
wireless provider T-Mobile 
USA after the U.S. gov¬ 
ernment tried to block 
the deal over concerns it 
would raise prices, reduce 
innovation and give cus¬ 
tomers fewer choices. 
Monday’s announcement 
came as little surprise after 
the Justice Department 
sued tc block the merger 
on Aug. 31. 

The deal lacked further in 
jecpardy when the Fed¬ 
eral Communications 
Commission’s chairman 
also came out against it. 
The companies withdrew 
their FCC application last 
month. 


(AP Photo) 

Bernstein analyst Craig 
Moffett said the an¬ 
nouncement was “a bit 
cf an anticlimax."“This is 
like receiving the divorce 
papers for a couple that’s 
been separated far years,” 
he said. AT&T’s purchase 
of T-Mobile from Deutsche 
Telekom of Germany, an¬ 
nounced in March, would 
have made it the largest 
cellphone company in the 
U.S. T-Mobile is currently the 
fourth-largest.AT&T, the na¬ 
tion’s second-largest wire¬ 
less carrier behind Verizon 
Wireless, will now have tc 
pay Deutsche Telekom $3 
billion in cash as a breakup 
fee and give it about $1 
billion worth of airwaves, 
known as spectrum, that 
AT&T doesn’t need for the 
continued rollout of its high¬ 
speed “4G’’ network.^ 



Men walk past an electronic stock board ot a securities firm in 
Tokyo Monday, Dec. 19, 2011. World stocks began the week with 
o jolt Monday os the death of North Korea’s absolute ruler, Kim 
Jong II, added to the uncertainties ciouding the outlook for finan¬ 
cial markets. Japan’s Nikkei 225 index dropped 1.3 percent to 

(AP Photo/Hiro Komae) 
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EU fails to reach €200 billion IMF loan target 


GABRIELE STEINHAUSER 
AP Business Writers 
BRUSSELS (AP) — Europe¬ 
an Union finance ministers 
have come up €50 billion 
($65.19 billion) short of their 
goal of providing the Inter¬ 
national Monetary Fund 
with €200 billion ($260.78 bil¬ 
lion) to help heavily indebt¬ 
ed nations avoid default 
The eurozone will provide 
an extra €150 billion to the 
IMF through bilateral loans, 
Jean-Claude Juncker, the 
prime minister of Luxem¬ 
bourg, who also chairs the 
meetings of the currency 
union’s finance ministers, 
said in a statement Mon¬ 
day. Greece, Ireland and 
Portugal, which have re¬ 
ceived multibillion euro 


“We welcome the EU Fi¬ 
nance Ministers' support for 
a substantial increase in the 
IMF's resources, as we work 
to strengthen our capacity 
to fulfill our systemic respon¬ 
sibilities to our global mem¬ 
bership,” a spokesperson 
said in a statement. 

The failure to come up with 
the full amount that had 
been indicated at a sum¬ 
mit of EU leaders just 10 
days ago signals further rifts 
within the 27-country EU. 
At the summit, the 17 euro¬ 
zone countries also agreed 
to set up a new treaty to 
create tighter fiscal rules for 
the currency union, which 
has been rocked by a debt 
crisis for the past two years. 
The new accord was made 


has always been willing to 
consider further resources 
for the IMF, but for its global 
role and as part of a global 
agreement,” the office of 
U.K. treasury chief George 
Osborne said in a state¬ 
ment. 

The extra IMF loans are 
meant to be channeled 
into a special fund that will 
invest alongside the euro¬ 
zone's own bailout fund 
— the European Financial 
Stability Facility. The euro¬ 
zone hopes that its own 
loans, which will come via 
national central banks, will 
encourage other non-Euro¬ 
pean countries to also sup¬ 
port Europe via the IMF. 

The eurozone is desperate 
for outside investors, be- 



A security guard drives away journaiists who try to film former IMF head Dominique Strauss-Kahn 
after his arrival at an economy conference organized by Chinese Internet company Netease in 
Beijing, China, Monday, Dec. 19, 2011. Strauss-Kahn began his return to public life Monday with 
a speech at a business conference in Beijing after the scandal earlier this year in New York over 
a sexual assault accusation. 

(AP Photo/Andy Wong) 


bailouts, won't have to 
contribute to the IMF loans. 
Of the non-euro countries, 
only Denmark, Poland, the 
Czech Republic and Swe¬ 
den will also send extra 
money to the Washington- 
based fund, Juncker said, 
without giving specific 
amounts. Poland had previ¬ 
ously said it would provide 
around €6 billion, while Den¬ 
mark has promised €5.4 bil¬ 
lion — underlining that the 
€200 billion target will be 
missed. The IMF welcomed 
the money late Monday. 


necessary after the United 
Kingdom blocked changes 
to the existing EU Treaty. 
Britain, the largest econo¬ 
my among the 10 non-eu¬ 
ro countries in the EU, also 
declined to contribute to 
the €200 billion IMF loan tar¬ 
get. Its share would have 
amounted to some €30 bil¬ 
lion. Instead, London sig¬ 
naled that it may provide 
more resources to the IMF 
through the Group of 20 
framework, which most like¬ 
ly wouldn’t be earmarked 
for the eurozone. “The U.K. 


cause the €440 billion EFSF 
is seen as way too small to 
save large economies like 
Italy and Spain. The EFSF has 
already committed some 
€40 billion to Ireland and 
Portugal and may have to 
take on more than €100 bil¬ 
lion for a second bailout for 
Greece. At the same time, 
the fund’s ability to raise 
rescue money cheaply on 
financial markets is threat¬ 
ened by potential down¬ 
grades for several eurozone 
states that guarantee its 
lending.Q 
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Kodak 


A U.S. arbiter for trade disputes is deiaying a ruiing on Eastman 
Kodak Co.’s high-stakes patent-infringement ciaim against 
smartphone makers Appie Inc. and Research in Motion Ltd. 


Kodak ruling delayed 
amid cash worries 


BEN DOBBIN 
AP Business Writer 

ROCHESTER, New York (AP) — A U.S. arbiter for trade 
disputes is delaying a ruling on Eastman Kodak Co.'s high- 
stakes patent-infringement claim against smartphone 
makers Apple Inc. and Research in Motion Ltd. 

The embattled photography pioneer is trying to negotiate 
a licensing deal it estimates could be worth up to $1 billion. 
An administrative judge overseeing the two-year 
dispute at the U.S. International Trade Commission set 
a new target date of Sept. 21, 2012. The commission in 
Washington, D.C., had previously expected to issue a final 
decision by Dec. 30. A favorable ruling would be a boon 
to Kodak. Pummeled by Wall Street over its dwindling cash 
reserves — and its stumbling attempts to reinvent itself as 
a profitable player in digital imaging and printing — the 
company warned last month it could run out of cash in a 
year if it doesn't raise new financing or sell assets. 

Since July, Kodak has been hawking 1,100 digital-imaging 
patents that many financial analysts think might fetch $2 
billion to $3 billion. 

The Wall Street Journal, quoting unidentified people 
familiar with the matter, reported Monday that Kodak is 
running into hurdles selling those patents and borrowing 
more money. Would-be buyers are nervous about buying 
assets from a company at risk of filing for bankruptcy 
protection, and hedge funds are offering less than the 
$900 million in financing Kodak initially expected, the 
newspaper said. 

Kodak shares sank 16 cents, or 19.9 percent, to close at 67 
cents Monday. Shares are down 88 percent in 2011. 

Still, Kodak maintains it's making progress on both fronts. 
“We have received several financing proposals, including 
from second-lien bondholders, and we have a very 
active and robust bidding process for the IP (intellectual 
property) portfolio,” spokesman Gerard Meuchner said 
Monday. 

Meanwhile, the nine-month extension in the ITC patent 
case will allow Judge Thomas Pender to examine new 
expert testimony from RIM about how its BlackBerry 
products don't infringe on Kodak patents and address 
legal issues raised by Kodak. 

Calls to RIM, of Waterloo, Canada, and iPhone maker 
Apple, of Cupertino, Calif., were not immediately 
returned. Kodak said the extension was “an appropriate 
amount of time. ”□ 
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Conceptis Sudoku 
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Difficulty Level ★★ 12/20 


Sudoku is a number-placing puzzle based on 
a 9x9 grid with several given numbers. The 
object is to place the numbers 1 to 9 in the 
empty squares so that each row, each column 
and each 3x3 box contains the same number 
only once. The difficulty level of the Conceptis 
Sudoku increases from Monday to Sunday. 
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ACROSS 

1 Take a break 

5 _ from; 
besides 

10 Short letter 

14 Skunk’s 
defense 

15 Sled racer 

16 _ though; 
albeit 

17 Ten-cent coin 

18 Feel about 
blindly 

19 Fix 

20 Outstanding 

22 Climbs 

24 Falsehood 

25 Bonet & others 

26 Steer clear of 

29 _ for the 
course; usual 

30 Calls using an 
old phone 

34 MDs, familiarly 

35 Upper limb 

36 Give; grant 

37 Perform 

38 Tiny bit of rain 

40 Bartender’s 
cubes 

41 Of the Celts 

43 _to lunch; 
distracted 

44 _ in; wearing 

45 Singer/pianist 
_ John 

46 Swamp 

47 Book spine info 

48 Stolen 

50 Facial twitch 

51 Foolish talk 

54 King or queen 

58 _ jacket; 
buoyant vest 

59 Biblical tower 

61 Surrealist 
Salvador _ 

62 Actor Sharif 

63 Ring-shaped 
island 

64 Very eager 

65 Actor _ Grant 

66 Outscores 

67 Clockmaker _ 
Thomas 

DOWN 

1 Drape holders 


2 Blue-pencil 

3 Partial amount 

4 Climbing plant 
latticework 

5 Seaweeds 

6 Kitten's sound 

7 In the past 

8 Patch up 

9 Lock of hair 

10 Formidable foe 

11 Microwave 

12 Take care of 

13 Finishes 
21 Can cover 
23 West Point 

student 

25 Harsh satire 

26 Proverb 

27 Outspoken 

28 Group of eight 

29 Expert 

31 Leaning 

32 From the 
neighborhood 

33 Stockholm 
resident 

35 Curved band of 
sparks 

36 Wager 


38 TV’s _ Shore 

39 Haul 

42 Often state-run 
game 

44 Noisy insects 

46 Bawl out 

47 Can material 
49 Shish BBQ 

favorite 


50 Drivers’ fees 

51 Voting alliance 

52 _ beans 

53 In the distance 

54 Dissolve 

55 In a irate 

56 Blood problem 

57 On drugs 

60 Feathery scarf 




























































































































































































































































































































































































































Kody Brown, center, poses with his wives, from ieft, Robyn, 
Christine, Meri and Janeiie in a promotionai photo for the 
reaiity series, “Sister Wives.” The poiygamous famiiy made 
famous on the TLC show is asking a U.S. judge not to biock 
their chaiienge of Utah’s bigamy iaw. Kody Brown and wives 
Meri, Janeiie, Christine and Robyn fiied a iawsuit in Sait 
Lake City’s U.S. District Court in Juiy 2011. The stars say the 
iaw is unconstitutionai because it prohibits them from iiving 
together and criminaiizes their private sexuai reiationships. 
(AP Photo/TLC, George Lange, Fiie) 



Polygamous family 
launches challenge 


of Utah 
wife 

JENNIFER DOBNER 
Associated Press 
SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Re¬ 
ality TV stars Kody Brown 
and his four wives soy they 
just wont one thing: to be 
left alone. 

As authorities investigate 
them for bigamy, the TLC 
“Sister Wives” family is ask¬ 
ing a federal judge to over¬ 
turn part of Utah's bigamy 
law because it bans them 
from living together and 
criminalizes sexual relation¬ 
ships between unmarried 
consenting adults. 

Their lawyer soys the case 
is about privacy, not po¬ 
lygamy. 

The case in federal court in 
Utah, however, could open 
up the possibility that a way 
of life for tens of thousands 
of self-described Mormon 
fundamentalists could be 
decriminalized. 

While all states outlaw big¬ 
amy, some like Utah have 
laws that both prohibit hav¬ 
ing more than one mar¬ 
riage license at a time and 
also ban adults from living 
together and having a sex¬ 
ual relationship.Q 


fOR SALE 

S1*52 1 twdr selling wo* 
marltoL i^oa 9.7DD ol1iar£ 
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& Casino, Eagle Beach for info call 
593^4632 or e-mail: 
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FOR SALE 

Tine Share Resales hom cwnefs 
Paradise Beach Villas 
1 hr wit Room pool OCOan 
view Pnffi S0OOO 
Cai (£97) 731.2012 
roxannahalla>@holntail.£Ofn 
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FOR SALE 

Time Shm Resales from ownera 
La Cabana eeach and Raquet 
Club 

2 br SO Room: i02E ocean 
honL Price:$12.S0D 
rtidf* info: CW (297) 731-2012 
rD)tannaha1ley@hetbnail.com 
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Marriall Surf Club 
ZKB Pljjljnurti 

OCMUHewSITSW 
OOWWH Jll.SOd 
Oceanirani: $29,000 
Z62B(3c^ 

OcearraM $9500 
$10,500 
duamranL $15,000 

Marriall Ocean Club 

2KB Platinum 
Ot#»nHewS19«0 
Ow*TlTvitU0.0W 
2KB 13(44 
OODSniwwJHOO 
Qeeanrronl $15,000 

Plat f'liis Horida^ 
ovtiA.m 
OF $e2,0« 

Plat Plus NY 
OVS5&.0W 
OF les.ooo 

MictK4e DonaL} 

Lioefved Real EslaM Brekar 
CmdangeRBai^ 
DQrKHfS!e<g^.rr.Dom 
321-20fiHK93x-101 



FOR SALE 
Time Share Resales 
La Cahena Beadhand RaquaL 
Cldb 1 brwk 49,50 Rcom: 116A 
pool/ocean view 
Pries; $7500 each 
Cal. (297) 731-2012 
rjtrxennehel levfiliholmall jcwn 

FDR SALE 

Time Shore Resales horn ewnperj 
Om PtioeniK 

1 lirwti 51 Room Sft? ocean view 
Vi bain 27 remam on conbad 10 
can be accaleraCed Puce: $8000 
Cel. {297> 731-2012 
roica nnah allavSIwfmail.c tHn 

FDR SALE 

Time Shar« RKaiaa from owners 
La Cabana Baach and RaquaL 
Club Frum ownara 1 brwk 51 
RDom: 208C pooircicaan view 
Price: SBDOO 
Call: (297)731-2012 
ncHt anna tia lleviaiho lmalLccnn 

lyuQtTr 

STSP 

Violence Againsl Women 


PSYCHIC HEALER 

L'Chre 

bJI problems of Me 
Reuniles Lovers , Bungs Luck, 

Heeliti, hlap^ss Pedoeef HriM 

FOR SALE 

X-MAS Week 51 

Aruba Surf Club ocean view 

2 bedroom 2 bath sleops S 
lar^d modem kitchen 
washerrtryet S 39 . 9 (H} 

CalkSae- 4231 
_ 

FOR SALE 
Timeaharo For Safe 
wk 47 PIfliya Linda SlucHki 
Rm 206 $3200 6 . 0 . 
wk 48 Divi Phoftnix 2 br- 2 b 
ocean Irani hugh palio VilLa 
$8400 S.O. 

Local urtlil 12/17 565 - 93^4 or 
508 . 6514)016 
nTiwjnnfw@aal.CQm 
_ 

For Sale 
Casa del Mar 

wk 1 Pmeidonbal Suits #1313 
Parcial ocean view 525,000 
E-mail: gliOons 2 @amail.com 

_in™? 

FOR RENT 

Do you warn to stay more days 
in Anjba? 

We have apts 8 houses for rent 
by days, weeks & noonths 
Call: 733-6661 / 745 - 351 C 
E-mail: 

marita.landa@g.rn 3 il,coin 
FOR SALE 

Brand new home in Noord. only 

3 ihinulies to high rise hotels 
beaches & night life. 

Full furnilur^, 2 bedroms, 2 
baths, nice livingroom, cute 
kilcherii granite top for 5160,000 
onlyi 

Call: 733-6681 / 745-3510 
E-mail: 

miandabusines s@ho lniaai.coih 

_ IftJTlS 

FOR SALE 

Time Share Resales from owners 
Costa Lnda Beach Resori 
2 br wk 5ft'5l Rocm 3007 
pooimcean view Price'. SEO.OOO 
both Call. {297)731-2012 
runcannaliallB^htrtmail.cotn 

__ iwHua 

FOR SALE 

Ter^e Share Resales fnom owners 
Marriott Swf fOceen Club 
t. 2.3 bedrooms an seasons, an 
views best prvess II ever |( 
week 51 airi week 52. Fdr mcm 
mU>: Cal {297)731-2012 
raxannahallBvfflliDlniail.corn 
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DOCTOR 
ON DUTY 


Oranjafitad 


19 DECEMSER 
Dr. Hnbibe 


Pharmaey on duty 
] ORANJESTAP: 


FirawntOikTliAitTil: 5Ha-^55l3«Zn 


SAN WICQLAAS: 


¥l«l« 5m« PrttA Ttl! 5S4-4B3^ 


Police 

PgJIW K1-11M 

0-«nJ#Bt:td 5B?-4000 

Ni»rd 

Btvaneia 5&4-7W0 

San NiGDlaa 


Emergency 

Numbers 

PigllW 
Fkii DW- 
Flri» Dopl. II 
POliCffT-pllrw 

Hd^piAdI 



1W 

115 

11H1 

fi2r-4400 


Oran jest ad 

AjintKjlarK;« 542-1 £54 

PeVtt^ S42-4DD5 


San Nieolas 


AmlMplencfl- 

&GD San NkK>Li* 
VaJero S^uritv 

5a4-5W0 

5a4-i«>e 

SW-17M 

Services 

rfilormpillDn 

11B 

Selv 

se^sisi 

Tzuci 

:Sa2.2llB 

Itel-TB* 

557-5900 

P^tilanal Tt&jii 

SWnms 

1^1 Q.T.S. 

557-23flg 


583-323£ 


Cruise Ship 

1& Owan 



Aruba Ajrpoii T€H:S24->2424 
AirVna Te4: S52-270D 
AviDiWa Tal Mfl-TO59 

Duteii Tel: 5W-1W0 

In^ ^ T^: 

J«E Blue T^A: 54e-2244 

Sp^lt AifilWS T0l: 552-7117 
SM™™ Airway* lei: 5B3-7fl* 
Ttl: 

VmsfAanB Td: SS^7B74 

Foundation 
Fellowship Clinic 

TV: 5e4-&440 
AJqgbQlJf m Drug 

Anonynwty gmiranleud 

Foundatron AnthDraga 
Aruba 

Hh: &a3-za99 

Foundation 
Respelami 
Tol: m-4433 

Diabolic Foundation 
A/ubano 
Tet: sea-38oe 

Narcotics Anonymous 

till: 5e3.«9B9 

Foundation Amor 
pa PrphimO 

Tal: 

Women in Difficulties 
Foundation 
Tel: &S3-5e00 
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U.S. zoo gets $4.5 million for panda breeding 


BRETT ZONGKER 
Associated Press 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

National Zoo announced 
o $4.5 million gift Monday 
to fund its giant panda re¬ 
production program for five 
more years. 

Philanthropist David M. Ru- 
benstein visited the pandas 


with China’s ambassador 
to the United States to an¬ 
nounce the gift. Rubenstein 
is a co-founder and man¬ 
aging director of the Wash¬ 
ington-based private eq¬ 
uity firm The Carlyle Group. 
He is also on the board of 
regents at the Smithsonian 
Institution, which includes 


the zoo. 

“There are probably 10 mil¬ 
lion species on the face of 
the earth, and I doubt that 
any one of those species 
is more popular and more 
beloved than the giant 
panda,” Rubenstein said at 
a news conference by the 
zoo’s giant panda yard. He 
said the money is a holiday 
gift to the people of Wash¬ 
ington and to the country 
because pandas make 
people happy. 

“Hopefully this will result in 
more pandas being born 
here,” he said. 

The zoo said it will name 
the giant panda habitat af¬ 


ter Rubenstein. The gift will 
also fund fellowships for bi¬ 
ologists in the United States 
and China to work to save 
pandas, which ore an en¬ 
dangered species. 

With the funding commit¬ 
ment, the zoo can proceed 
with a five-year plan estab¬ 
lished with Chinese wildlife 
officials to try to produce 
another cub after years of 
trouble. Washington’s pan¬ 
das have produced only 
one cub, Tai Shan, who 
was sent to China to begin 
breeding. 

The zoo said male panda 
Tian Tian has been show¬ 
ing early signs of breeding 


behavior. But the zoo is se¬ 
curing frozen semen from 
a now-dead panda of the 
San Diego zoo to use as a 
backup next year. 

The zoo is also making 
changes to the panda 
habitat, such as eliminat¬ 
ing all artificial light at 
night and closing the in¬ 
door panda exhibit to the 
public by 4:30 p.m. each 
day to encourage natural 
breeding cycles that have 
come abnormally early for 
female panda Mei Xiong in 
years past. David Wildt, a 
head reproductive scientist 
at the Smithsonian Conser¬ 
vation Biology Institute, said 
chances of Mei Xiang hav¬ 
ing another cub may be 
slim because there have 
been five years of failed at¬ 
tempts to breed the panda 
couple. 

He said Chinese scientists 
wanted to try one more 
time before switching out 
one or both of the Wash¬ 
ington pandas for new ani¬ 
mals from China. 

In January, the Smithson¬ 
ian signed a new five-year, 
$2.5 million agreement with 
China to keep the popu¬ 
lar pandas in Washington. 
Pandas date back nearly 
40 years at the zoo.An ear¬ 
lier panda pair arrived in 
1972 as a gift from China 
after President Richard 
Nixon’s historic visit.The do¬ 
nation is unusual for Ruben¬ 
stein, who has made large 
gifts to cultural institutions 
including museums and 
the Kennedy Center. □ 
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Lady Gaga voted AP Entertainer of the Year 



In this May 27, 2011 file photo, singer Lady Gaga performs on 
ABC’s “Good Morning America” in Central Park in New York. 
Lady Gaga has been voted the Associated Press Entertainer of 
the Year. The determination was mode by ballot by editors and 
broadcasters from U.S. news organizations that make up the 
AP’s membership. 

Associated Press 


JAKE COYLE 
AP Entertainment Writer 
NEW YORK (AP) — You 

might say that Lady Gaga’s 
year really began in an egg. 
That’s how she arrived at 
the Grammys in February, 
encased in a large, translu¬ 
cent pod carried by scant¬ 
ily clad dancers. When she 
“hatched” onstage, she 
effectively gave birth to 
“Born This Way,” performing 
the eponymous lead single 
of her second studio album 
and anthem to self-accep¬ 
tance. In 2011, the album 
would carry her around 
the world, where she rarely 
went unnoticed. 

After a year of extravagant 
globe-trotting and relent¬ 
less advocacy of tolerance. 
Lady Gaga has been voted 
Entertainer of the Year by 
members of The Associated 
Press. There were 135 bal¬ 
lots submitted by U.S. news 
organizations that make up 
the AP’s membership. Edi¬ 
tors and broadcasters were 
asked to cast their bal¬ 
lots for who had the most 
influence on entertain¬ 
ment and culture in 2011. 

“I am humbled and hon¬ 
ored to be named ‘Enter¬ 
tainer of The Year’ by The 
Associated Press,” Lady 
Gaga said in a statement 
Monday signed “Mother 
Monster.” 

“My deepest gratitude to 
the broadcasters and jour¬ 
nalists who've supported 
me over the years, and in 


turn, are now supporting 
the loves of my life: my fans. 
Thank you for believing in 
‘Born This Way.’ May you 
continue to brave the 
dreams of Showbiz.” 

Lady Gaga narrowly edged 
out the late Apple founder 
Steve Jobs by three votes. 
Many others received nu¬ 
merous votes, including 
Taylor Swift, Charlie Sheen, 
Adele and the cast of “Har¬ 
ry Potter.” Previous winners 
of the AP Entertainer of the 
Year include Betty White, 
Swift, Tina Fey and Stephen 
Colbert. 

But it was Lady Gaga 
whose eminence in 2011 
stood out most to voters. 
While accepting the best 
pop vocal album Grammy 
for her previous disc, “The 
Fame Monster,” earlier this 
year, she said stardom was 
an adjustment for her. 
“When I wrote ‘Born This 
Way,’ I imagined (Whit¬ 
ney Houston) was singing 
it because I wasn’t secure 
enough in myself to imag¬ 
ine I was a superstar,” she 
said. 

When the album was re¬ 
leased in May, 1.1 million 
copies sold in the first week, 
partly aided by a dramat¬ 
ic discount from Amazon, 
which sold it for 99 cents. 
But it was an industry-shat¬ 
tering moment because an 
extraordinary 60 percent of 
sales in the first week were 
digital downloads. Alto¬ 
gether, it outsold the next 


42 albums on the Billboard 
chart combined. As of Oc¬ 
tober, worldwide sales had 
surpassed 8 million copies. 
“One of my greatest art¬ 
works is the art of fame,” 
the 25-year-old told “60 
Minutes” earlier this year. 
“I’m a master of the art of 


fame.” Lady Gaga, whose 
real name is Stefani Ger- 
manotta, is prepping for a 
“Born This Way” tour. Her 
“Monster Ball Tour” was 
still going strong earlier this 
year, which went a long 
way toward making her, 
according to Forbes, the 


highest grossing female 
musician in 2011. 

The magazine, which 
compiled pretax income 
earned from May 2010 to 
May 2011, said Lady Gaga 
earned $90 million. 

Paul Pronovost, editor 
of the Cape Cod Times, 
called Lady Gaga’s “A 
Very Gaga Thanksgiving” 
— a bizarre ABC holiday 
special hosted by the sing¬ 
er — “a brilliant reach to 
mainstream America.” 
“Transcendent perform¬ 
ers like Lady Gaga come 
around as often as Halley's 
Comet,” says Pronovost. 
“She has that rare gift of so¬ 
phisticated self-promotion, 
so outlandish at times you 
just can’t look away” and 
the talent to back it up. 
“This is Madonna 4.0.” 

The concerts spawned an 
HBO special, which was 
nominated for five Em- 
mys Awards and won one. 
Lady Gaga was a regular 
presence at award shows 
throughout the year. She 
won three Grammys in 
February, including best 
female pop vocal perfor¬ 
mance. She won two MTV 
Video Music Awards. She 
was recently nominated 
for three Grammys for next 
year’s awards, including 
best album. This summer, 
her infamous meat dress — 
made of layers of Argentin¬ 
ian beef — was put on dis¬ 
play at the Rock and Roll 
Hall of Fame.Q 


Collaboration Is key 
VH1 Divas Soul event 


MESFIN FEKADU 

Associated Press 

NEW YORK (AP) — VH1 may 

have honored singing divas 
at its annual VHl Divas spe¬ 
cial, but the night was all 
about collaboration. 

50 Cent was hand-in-hand 
with Chaka Khan on the 
red carpet; Mavis Staples 
screamed her love for Flor¬ 
ence Welch of Florence 
-I- the Machine and Ledisi 
gushed over meeting Mar¬ 
tha Reeves. 

“It’s exciting. You see me. 
I’m standing next to the 


fire,” 50 Cent said, while 
Khan laughed. 

The rapper said he called 
the veteran singer and told 
her he wanted to be her 
date. He said he and Khan 
are working together on 
music and movie projects. 
“Hopefully we’ll be able to 
put together some movie 
things because her life story 
is epic,” he said. “I want to 
be a part of it.” 

Khan added that 50 Cent is 
“savvy” and she’s excited 
to learn from the younger 
generation. 


“(He) knows the ropes in a 
way I don’t, in a way I'm 
looking to. He’ll be giving 
me a lot of direction in the 
future,” she said. 

Another unconventional 
pair was Welch and Staples, 
who told the London singer 
“I just love you so much.” 

“I saw you the other night 
on ‘X Factor.’ I saw you. I 
said there she go that ma¬ 
chine!” Staples said, laugh¬ 
ing along with Welch. 

Inside the event, there were 
more pairings, from Mary J. 
Blige, Kelly Clarkson and 



From left, Chaka Khan, Mavis Staples and Erykah Badu perform 
onstage at “Vhl Divas Celebrates Soul” on Sunday, Dec. 18, 
2011, In New York. 

Associated Press 


Jennifer Hudson to Khan, 
Staples, Jessie J and Erykah 
Badu. 

The night honored cit¬ 


ies where soul music has 
thrived, like Philadelphia, 
Detroit, Memphis, Chicago 
and London. □ 
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Larsson’s partner chides 
‘Dragon Tattoo’ marketing 



In a Monday, Dec. 5, 2011 file photo. Sir Paul McCartney per¬ 
forms on stage during his “Good Evening Europe” European Tour, 
his first since 2004, at the 02 arena in London. 

Associated Press 

Paul McCartney releasing 
an album of standards 

NEW YORK (AP) — Paul McCartney is releasing an album 
at standards — plus two new songs ot his own. 

The former Beetle announced Monday that his new disc 
will be out Feb. 7. It doesn't have a title yet. He's already 
streaming one song, “My Valentine,” on his website. 
McCartney says he and John Lennon were inspired in their 
own writing by some of the standards. Some of them he 
first heard when his father performed them at home on 
piano. 

Eric Clapton and Stevie Wonder make appearances on 
the disc, which was recorded with Diana Kroll and her 
band. 

McCartney soys he's been thinking about the project for 
20 years and at age 69 decided “if I don't do it now. I'll 
never do it. ”□ 



Journalist Eva Gabrielsson, pictured in Stockholm, Sweden, on 
Jan. 15, 2011, longtime girlfriend of the Swedish author Stieg 
Larsson, who wrote the novel “The Girl With The Dreagon Tattoo” 
before he died in 2004, aged 50. 

Associated Press 


Former Miss 
Venezuela dies 
of breast cancer 

CARACAS, Venezuela (AP) 

— Former Miss Venezuela 
Eva Ekvoll, whose struggle 
with breast cancer was 
closely followed by Ven¬ 
ezuelans, has died at age 
28.Her family said Ekvall 
died Saturday at a hospital 
in Houston. 

Ekvall was crowned Miss 
Venezuela at age 17 in 
2000, and the following 
year she was third runner- 
up in the Miss Universe 
pageant in Puerto Rico. 
She went on to work os a 
model, actress and televi¬ 
sion news anchor. 

She also wrote a book, 
“Fuera de Foco” (“Out of 
Focus”), about her struggle 
with cancer, which includ¬ 
ed images by photogra¬ 
pher Roberto Mata. 

Ekvall's family said in a 
statement Sunday that her 
remains were being cre¬ 
mated in Houston on Mon¬ 
day and that a service is tc 
be held in Venezuela once 



In this photo token on Sept. 
9, 2000, Eva Ekvall competes 
In the Miss Venezuela 2000 
beauty contest in Caracas, 
Venezuela. Ekvall, whose 
struggle with breast cancer 
was closely tollowed by 
Venezuelans, has died at age 
28. 

Associated Press 

her remains are returned ta 
the country. 

She was married to radio 
producer John Fabio Ber¬ 
mudez and had a 2-year- 
old daughter. 

Her death brought an out¬ 
pouring of condolences 
from Venezuelans, includ¬ 
ing from some prominent 
artists and paliticians. □ 


MALIN RISING 
Associated Press 
STOCKHOLM (AP) — The 

longtime partner of late 
Swedish crime writer Stieg 
Larsscn says he wauldn't 
have approved of mer¬ 
chandise being linked to 
this week's release of a Hol¬ 
lywood adaptation of his 
bestselling novel, “The Girl 
With The Dragon Tattoo." 
Eva Gabrielsson said Mon¬ 
day that Larsson would 
have instead used the buzz 
around his work to call at¬ 
tention to violence and dis- 
criminatian against wom¬ 
en. 

“We would never have sold 
any rights far merchan¬ 
dising,” Gabrielsson said. 
“It has nothing to do with 
books.” 

H&M has released a Drag¬ 
on Tattoo Collection, cre¬ 
ated by costume designer 
Trish Summerville, that it 
says is inspired by Lisbeth 
Salander — the tattooed 
anti-heroine of Larsson's 
books and the film which 
opens Wednesday in the 
United States. 

Gabrielsson and Larsson 
were a couple for more 
than 30 years, but never 
married. Larsson didn't 
leave a will, so his brother 
and father inherited the 
rights to his works when he 
died of a heart attack at 
age 50 in 2004. 

The two have rejected 
Gabrielsscn's suggestions 
that they are using Lars¬ 
son's legacy for profit, and 
say they will donate their 


earnings to causes he sup- 
parted, including an anti¬ 
racism magazine that he 
worked for as a journalist. 
Still, Gabrielsson expressed 
concern that the paliti- 
cal dimension of Larsson's 
books, including the femi¬ 
nist undertones, would be 
overlooked by the film's 
hype. She claims Larsson 
wanted to show that gen¬ 
der imbalances exist even 
in Sweden, one of the 
world's most egalitarian so¬ 
cieties. 

“The oppression of women 
exists everywhere, this in¬ 
comprehensible discrimina¬ 
tion," she said. 

In Larsson's trilogy, Saland¬ 
er and journalist Mikael 
Blomqvist team up to solve 


serial killings and sex traffick¬ 
ing scandals. Raaney Mara 
plays Salander and Daniel 
Craig plays Blomqvist in the 
David Fincher directed film. 
Mara suggested at a news 
conference last month 
that Salander isn't a femi¬ 
nist, and doesn't see her¬ 
self as part of any group or 
subculture.“Does she know 
what film she has been in?” 
Gabrielssan said, disbeliev- 
ingly. “Has she read the 
beaks? Has she net had 
any caaching?” 

“Her entire being represents 
a resistance, an active re¬ 
sistance to the mechanisms 
that mean women don't 
advance in this world and 
in worst case scenarios are 
abused like she was. ”□ 


Med student Clarke wins ‘Survivor: South Pacific 


By DERRIK J. LANG 
LOS ANGELES (AP) — So¬ 
phie Clarke slayed the 
competitian an “Survivor: 
South Pacific.” 

The brainy 22-year-old med¬ 
ical student from Willsboro, 
N.Y., overcame 39-year-old 
“Survivor" veteran Benja¬ 
min “Coach” Wade of Su- 
sanville, Calif., and 26-year- 
old high school baseball 
coachAlbert Destrade of 
Plantation, Fla., ta win the 
CBS reality competition's $1 
million grand prize Sunday. 
Clarke earned six votes 
from the nine-person jury of 
former players. 


“I think I had my finger an 
the pulse of the game the 
whole time,” said Clarke 
after it was annaunced she 
won. 

Clarke secured her place 
among the final three con¬ 
testants on the 23rd edi¬ 
tion of “Survivor” by forg¬ 
ing a strong alliance from 
the outset and winning 
three individual immunity 
challenges, including the 
final physical campetition, 
which ousted seasoned 
30-year-old “Survivor” vet¬ 
eran Oscar “Ozzy” Lusth of 
Venice, Calif., from the 39- 
day survival contest. 


“I knew the only one that 
cauld beat me at a chal¬ 
lenge — na offense, guys — 
was Sophie,” Lusth said. 
Wade, who previously com¬ 
peted on the “Tocantins” 
and “Heroes vs. Villains” 
editions, and Lusth, who 
was featured on the “Cook 
Islands" and “Micronesia” 
editions, formed strong al¬ 
liances with new ccntes- 
tants, though Lusth spent 
most of the game's secand 
half on Redemption Island 
battling fellaw vated-off 
castaways for a chance to 
return to the game.Q 


! 


I 


I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


I 


I 

I 

I 






















From The New York Times IfuLay , December 20, 2011 


Repressing democracy, 
with American arms 



HliSSPA 


The believer’s atheist 



NICHOLAS D. KRISTOF 
© 2011 New York Times 
SITRA, Bahrain - When President 
Barack Obama decides scan 
whether to approve a $53 million 
arms sale to our close but despot¬ 
ic ally Bahrain, he must weigh the 
fact that America has a major na¬ 
val base here and that Bahrain is 
a moderate, modernizing bulwark 
against Iran. Yet he should also 
understand the systematic, violent 
repression here, the kind that ap¬ 
parently killed a 14-year-old boy, 
Ali al-Sheikh, and continues to tor¬ 
ment his family. Ali grew up here in 
Sitra, a collection of poor villages 
far from the gleaming bank tow¬ 
ers of Bahrain’s skyline. Almost ev¬ 
ery day pro-democracy protests 
still bubble up in Sitra, and even 
when they are completely peace¬ 
ful they are crushed with a bar¬ 
rage of American-made tear gas. 
People here admire much about 
America and welcomed me into 
their homes, but there is also an¬ 
ger that the tear gas shells that 
they sweep off the streets each 
morning are mode by a Pennsyl¬ 
vania company, NonLethal Tech¬ 
nologies. It is a private company 
that declined to comment, but 
the American government grants 
it a license for these exports - and 
every shell fired undermines our 
image. In August, Ali joined one 
of the protests. A policeman fired 
a shell at Ali from less than 15 feet 
away, according to the account 
of the family and human-rights 
groups. The shell apparently hit 
the boy in the back of the neck, 
and he died almost immediately, 
a couple of minutes’ walk from 
his home. The government claims 
that the bruise was “inconsistent” 
with a blow from a tear gas gre¬ 
nade. Frankly, I’ve seen the Bah¬ 
rain authorities lie so much that I 
don’t credit their denial. Jawad 
al-Sheikh, Ali’s father, says that at 
the hospital, the government tried 
to force him to sign papers saying 
Ali had not been killed by the po¬ 
lice. King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
has recently distanced himself 
from the killings and torture, while 
pledging that Bahrain will reform. 
There have indeed been modest 
signs of improvement, and a mem¬ 
ber of the royal family, Saqer Al 
Khalifa, told me that progress will 
now be accelerated. Yet despite 
the lofty rhetoric, the police have 
continued to persecute Ali’s fam¬ 
ily. For starters, riot policemen fired 
tear gas at the boy’s funeral, vil¬ 
lagers say. The police summoned 
Jawad for interrogation, most re¬ 
cently this month. He fears he will 
be fired from his job in the Ministry 


of Electricity. Skirmishes break out 
almost daily in the neighborhood, 
with the police firing tear gas for 
offenses as trivial as honking to 
the tune of “Down, Down, Ha¬ 
mad.” Disproportionately often, 
those tear gas shells seem aimed 
at Ali’s house. Once, Jawad 
says, a shell was fired into the 
house through the front door. A 
couple of weeks ago, riot police¬ 
men barged into the house and 
ripped photos of Ali from the wall, 
said the boy’s mother, Maryam 
Abdulla. “They’re worried about 
their throne,” she added, “so they 
want us to live in fear.” Mourners 
regularly leave flowers and pho¬ 
tos of Ali on his grave, which is in 
a vacant lot near the home. Per¬ 
haps because some messages 
call him a martyr, the riot police 
come regularly and smash the 
pictures and throw away the flow¬ 
ers. The family has not purchased 
a headstone yet, for fear that the 
police will destroy it. The repression 
is ubiquitous. Consider Zainab al- 
Khawaja, 28, whose husband and 
father are both in prison and have 
been tortured for pro-democracy 
activities, according to human 
rights reports. Police officers have 
threatened to cut off Khawaja’s 
tongue, she told me, and they 
broke her father’s heart by false¬ 
ly telling him that she had been 
shipped to Saudi Arabia to be 
raped and tortured. She braved 
the risks by talking to me about 
this last week - before she was ar¬ 
rested, too. Khawaja earned her 
college degree in Wisconsin. She 
has read deeply of Gandhi and of 
Gene Sharp, an American scholar 
who writes about how to use non¬ 
violent protest to overthrow dic¬ 
tators. She was sitting peacefully 
protesting in a traffic circle when 
the police attacked her. First they 
fired tear gas grenades next to 
her and then handcuffed her and 
dragged her away - sometimes 
slapping and hitting her as video 
cameras rolled. The Bahrain Cen¬ 
ter for Human Rights says that she 
was beaten more at the police 
station. Khawaja is tough as nails, 
and when we walked alongside 
demonstrations together, she 
seemed unbothered by tear gas 
that left me blinded and cough¬ 
ing. But she worried about her 
2-year-old daughter, Jude. And 
one time as we were driving back 
from visiting a family whose baby 
had just died, possibly because so 
much tear gas had been fired in 
the neighborhood, Khawaja be¬ 
gan crying. “I think I’m losing it,” 
she said. “It all just gets to me.” 
Since the government has now si¬ 
lenced her by putting her in jail. I’ll 
give her the last word. I asked her 
a few days before her arrest about 
the proposed American arms sale 
to Bahrain. “At least don’t sell 
them arms,” she pleaded. “When 
Obama sells arms to dictators re¬ 
pressing people seeking democ¬ 
racy, he ruins the reputation of 
America. It’s never in America’s 
interest to turn a whole people 
against it.”G 



ROSS DOUTHAT 
© 2011 New York Times 

Of the many remarkable things 
about Christopher Hitchens, who 
died Thursday after one of the 
most prolific and provocative ca¬ 
reers in modern Anglo-American 
letters, perhaps the most remark¬ 
able was how much religious be¬ 
lievers liked him. 

Not all believers, of course: When 
Hitchens’ esophageal cancer di¬ 
agnosis became public last year, 
the famous atheist took obvious 
pleasure in quoting the none-too- 
Christian sentiments that bubbled 
up on various religious blogs and 
message boards (e.g. “Who else 
feels Christopher Hitchens getting 
terminal throat cancer was God’s 
revenge for him using his voice to 
blaspheme him?”). But in the world 
of journalism, among his peers and 
competitors and sparring partners, 
it was nearly impossible to find a 
religious person who didn’t have a 
soft spot for a man who famously 
accused faith of poisoning abso¬ 
lutely everything. 

Intellectually minded Christians, in 
particular, had a habit of talking 
about Hitchens as though he were 
one of them already - a convert in 
the making, whose furious broad¬ 
sides against God were just the 
prelude to an inevitable recon¬ 
ciliation. (Or as a fellow Catholic 
once murmured to me: “He just 
protests a bit too much, don’t you 
think?”) This is not a sentiment that 
was often expressed about Rich¬ 


ard Dawkins, Sam Harris, or any 
other member of the New Atheist 
tribe. But where Hitchens was con¬ 
cerned, no insult he hurled or blas¬ 
phemy he uttered could shake 
the almost filial connection that 
many Christians felt for him. 

Some of this reflected his immense 
personal charm, his willingness to 
debate with Baptists and drink 
with Catholics and be comradely 
to anyone who took ideas seri¬ 
ously. But there was something 
deeper at work as well. 

American Christian intellectual 
life is sustained today, to a large 
extent, by the work of writers very 
much like Hitchens - by essayists 
and journalists and novelists and 
poets, from G.K. Chesterton and 
C.S. Lewis to W.H. Auden and Eve¬ 
lyn Waugh, who shared his English 
roots, his gift for argument and his 
abiding humanism. 

Recognizing this affinity, many 
Christian readers felt that in Hitch¬ 
ens’ case there had somehow 
been a terrible mix-up, and that o 
writer who loved the King James 
Bible and “Brideshead Revisited” 
surely belonged with them, rather 
than with the bloodless prophets 
of a world lit only by Science. 

In this they were mistaken, but not 
entirely so. 

At the very least, Hitchens’ anti- 
religious writings carried a whiff 
of something absent in many of 
atheism’s less talented apostles 
- a hint that he was not so much 
a disbeliever as a rebel, and that 
his atheism was mostly o political 
romantic’s attempt to pick a fight 
with the biggest Tyrant he could 
find. 

This air of rebellion did not make 
him o believer, but it lent his blas¬ 
phemies an air of danger and 
intrigue, as though he were an 
agent of the Free French distrib¬ 
uting literature deep in Vichy. 
Certainly he always seemed well 
aware of the extent to which his 
writings traded on the unusual fris¬ 
son of saying “No!” to a suppos¬ 
edly nonexistent being. 

Perhaps he was a little too aware. 
Like most writers of a religious per¬ 


suasion I was once enlisted to pub¬ 
licly debate Hitchens, with predict¬ 
ably disastrous results for God. But 
my strongest memory comes from 
a Washington dinner party two 
years ago, when he cornered me 
in the pantry and insisted on hav¬ 
ing a long argument about the 
Gospel narratives. 

The point he was particularly ea¬ 
ger to make was this: “Suppose 
Jesus of Nazareth did rise from the 
dead - what would that prove, 
anyway?” 

It’s a line whose sheer cussed¬ 
ness cuts to the heart of Hitchens’ 
charm. But it also hints at the way 
that atheism - especially a public 
and famous atheism - can be¬ 
come as self-defended as any re¬ 
ligious dogma, impervious to any 
new fact or unexpected revela¬ 
tion. 

For Hitchens, those defenses 
stayed up till the end. His last word 
on the possibility of conversion was 
at once characteristically dismis¬ 
sive and characteristically protec¬ 
tive of his hard-earned reputation 
as an Enemy of God: “Suppose I 
ditch the principles I have held for 
a lifetime, in the hope of gaining 
favor at the last minute? I hope 
and trust that no serious person 
would be at all impressed by such 
a hucksterish choice.” 

In his very brave and very pub¬ 
lic dying, though, one could see 
again why so many religious peo¬ 
ple felt a kinship with him. When 
stripped of Marxist fairy tales and 
techno-utopian happy talk, rigor¬ 
ous atheism casts a wasting shad¬ 
ow over every human hope and 
endeavor, and leads ineluctably 
to the terrible conclusion of Philip 
Larkin’s poem “Aubade” - that 
“death is no different whined at 
than withstood.” 

Officially, Hitchens’ creed was one 
with Larkin’s. But everything else 
about his life suggests that he in¬ 
tuited that his fellow Englishman 
was completely wrong to give in 
to despair. 

My hope - for Hitchens, and for all 
of us, the living and the dead - is 
that now he finally knows why.Q 
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Ocean life illuminates the perils of pollution 



keeper, a local conserva¬ 
tion organization. 

Other organizations moni¬ 
tor the waters here, but 
Widder’s use of biolumi- 
nescent bacteria as a pol¬ 
lution marker and her sys¬ 
tem’s ability to do real-time 
monitoring are singular. 
“One of the remarkable 
things about Edie is that, 
for a biologist, she is the 
most technologically savvy 
scientist I've ever come 
across,” said Bruce Robi¬ 
son, a senior scientist at the 
Monterey Bay Aquarium 
Research Institute in Cali¬ 
fornia. 

Another homegrown proj¬ 
ect of Widder's design is 
opening a new perspec¬ 
tive on deep-sea life. 


Less than a minute and a 
half after the jellyfish lights 
were activated in the Eye- 
in-the-Sea’s first test, in the 
Gulf of Mexico in June 2004, 
a six-foot squid lurched out 
of the darkness toward the 
camera. It was a species 
never seen before by sci¬ 
entists. 

“I couldn’t have asked for 
a better proof of concept,” 
Widder said. 

In December 2009, anoth¬ 
er Eye-in-the-Sea camera 
was placed in 3,000 feet of 
water in the Monterey Can¬ 
yon, off the coast of Cali¬ 
fornia, where it remained 
for a year. The resulting vid¬ 
eos, spanning about 5,300 
hours, are being studied by 
researchers and graduate 



ERIK OLSEN 

© 2011 New York Times 
FORT PIERCE, Fla. - Edith 
Widder presented a hand¬ 
ful of greenish muck that 
had been pulled from the 
shallows of the Indian River 
Lagoon and cupped it in 
her palm. 

“See that?” she asked. 
“That’s a lot of decayed 
organic matter. It’s just a 
great holding area for pol¬ 
lutants.” 

Collecting mud is a new 
calling for Widder, a ma¬ 
rine biologist who is known 
around the world for her 
work in much larger bodies 
of water. 

Over a career spanning al¬ 
most 30 years, Widder has 
made hundreds of dives in 
deep-sea submersibles to 
study the remarkable num¬ 
ber and diversity of animals 
that make light. This ability, 
called bioluminescence, is 
strikingly common, shared 
by as many as 90 percent 
of the creatures in the 
open ocean. 

“Animals use light to help 
them survive, to help them 
find food, to attract mates 
and to defend against 
predators,” she said. For 
example, in the ocean - 
“where there are no trees 
or bushes to hide behind” 
- a bioluminescent crea¬ 
ture can use light to attract 
larger predators to its own 
enemies. 

Now, Widder has found 
a way to put biolumines¬ 
cence to work to fight pol¬ 
lution in the Indian River 


Edith Widder, who has spent a 
career studying sea creatures 
with bioiuminescence, hoids a 
cup of glowing bacteria in Ft. 
Pierce, Fla. Widder is now us¬ 
ing her knowledge of the bac¬ 
teria that makes bioiumines¬ 
cence as a tool to fight pollu¬ 
tion in the Indian River Lagoon 
in South Florida. 

(Erik Olsen/The New York 
Times) 

Lagoon, a 156-mile estuary 
that scientists say is one of 
Florida’s most precious and 
threatened ecosystems. 
Back in her laboratory here, 
she mixes the sediment 
samples with biolumines¬ 
cent bacteria called Vibrio 
fischeri. Using a photom¬ 
eter to measure the light 
given off by the bacteria, 
she can quickly determine 
the concentration of toxic 
chemicals in the sediment 
by seeing how much and 
how quickly the light dims 
as the chemicals kill the 
bacteria. 

Measuring the level of pol¬ 
lutants in the sediment 
provides a better indica¬ 
tion of the estuary’s health 
than measuring the level 
of chemicals in the water, 
Widder said. “Pollution in 
water is transient,” she said, 
“but in sediment it’s persis¬ 
tent.” 

Her samples have revealed 
high concentrations of 
heavy metals and nutri¬ 
ents like phosphorus and 
nitrogen, which can cause 
runaway algae growth; 
those organisms consume 


oxygen and stifle life in the 
estuary. 

Widder has also designed 
sensors that are placed 
around the estuary and 
can beam real-time data 
like current and flow direc¬ 
tion of the water. Pairing 
those data with the toxicity 
of the sediment, she can 
trace the source of pol¬ 
lution. The method is far 
cheaper and quicker than 
the more common prac¬ 
tice of sending samples to 
a lab for analysis. 

“The potential benefits of 
Edie’s efforts are huge,” 
said George Jones, execu¬ 
tive director of Indian River- 


She long wondered what 
kind of animals lurked be¬ 
yond the bubbles and lights 
of big and noisy manned 
submersibles. 

So she developed Eye-in- 
the-Sea, an ocean-floor 
camera that uses a type of 
red light that sea creatures 
cannot see. 

She drew animals to the 
camera with a spinning 
dial of LED lights resembling 
the distress call of a species 
of bioluminescent jellyfish, 
Atolla wyvillei, that appears 
to use light as a kind of bur¬ 
glar alarm, luring predators 
to go after whatever is at¬ 
tacking it. 


students at the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium, who have 
discovered numerous new 
behaviors of deep-sea ani¬ 
mals. 

In March, Widder plans to 
deploy her system in Ba¬ 
hamian waters to study 
the behavior of deep-sea 
sharks that she hopes will 
be attracted to the spin¬ 
ning LED lights of her fake 
jellyfish. 

Widder, 60, graduated 
from Tufts University, then 
earned a master’s in bio¬ 
chemistry and a Ph.D. in 
neurobiology from the Uni¬ 
versity of California, Santa 
Barbara. □ 
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